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Dion concludes Ukraine visit 


Canada still won’t commit 
to lethal defensive aid 


By Marco Levytsky 

Foreign Affairs Minister Sté- 
phane Dion on February 1 con- 
cluded a visit to Ukraine where 
he met with his counterpart, Раміо 
Klimkin, and with Prime Minister 
Arseniy Yatsenyuk. 

Accompanying Dion were Etobi- 
coke-Centre MP Borys Wrzesnew- 
skyj, Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
National President Paul Grod, UCC 
Executive Director Taras Zalusky 
and Markian Shwec, Head of Euro- 


Maidan Canada and a member of 


the UCC Executive Committee. 

Dion reiterated the need for the 
full respect of Ukraine’s sover- 
cignty and underlined the import- 
ance of full implementation of the 
Minsk agreements, particularly by 
Russia, to ensure a durable peace in 
Ukraine. 

He also made it clear that the 
Canadian government intends to 
speak clearly, bluntly and directly 
to Russia about its unacceptable 
actions in Ukraine. 

"Г am moved by the resili- 
ence and resolve of the Ukrainian 
people. Canada stands firmly with 
Ukraine and will continue to sup- 
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port the country’s enduring right to 
sovereignty, freedom and democ- 
гасу, said Dion. 

But no new announcements were 
made during the visit and Canada 
has still not committed to provid- 
ing lethal defensive weapons to 
Ukraine as the United States has 
done. 

“The Government of Canada’s 
assistance to Ukraine is multi- 
faceted, including initiatives to 
strengthen security, promote eco- 
nomic stability and growth, ad- 
vance democracy, human rights, 
rule of law, and to promote civil 
society,” stated International Af- 
fairs spokesperson Amy Mills in 
an email to Ukrainian News 

“Canada has provided deep and 
wide-ranging support to Ukraine, 
including humanitarian aid, finan- 
cial aid, and non-lethal military 
equipment. Canada has also de- 
ployed 200 Canadian Forces per- 
sonnel to Ukraine to deliver mil- 
itary training and capacity building 
to Ukrainian forces personnel. 

“Canada will continue to mon- 
itor and assess the evolving situa- 
tion in Ukraine, and will continue 
to proceed in partnership and col- 
laboration with our allies,” she 
added 

Mills was responding to a ques- 
tion e-mailed by Ukrainian News 
after a scheduled media teleconfer- 
ence with Dion set for February | 
was cancelled due to “unexpected 
issues related to travel.” 

Ukrainian News’ question read 
as follows: 

“Canada’s position on supply- 
ing lethal defensive weapons, such 
as anti-tank, anti-artillery mis- 
siles, anti-radio-electronic warfare 
equipment, etc. in the past has been 
that we are willing to do so in con- 
cert with our allies. On December 
18, 2015 U.S. President Barack 
Obama signed the Consolidated 
Appropriations Act, 2016, which 
includes “$250 million to be avail- 
able to the Secretary of Defense to 
provide Ukraine with assistance, 
including training; equipment; 
lethal weapons of a defensive 
nature; logistics support, supplies 
and services; sustainment; and in 


telligence support to the 
and national 
Ukraine.” 
“Will Canada follow suit?” 
Another noted 
while in opposition, the Liberals 
criticized the Conservatives for 
excluding two Russian oligarchs, 
Igor Sechin, CEO of Rosneft and 
Vladimir Yakunin, former head of 
Russian Railways, both of who are 
on U.S. lists, adding: “Have they 


secunty forces с 


question that, 


and Development Canada; Danylo Lubkivsky, Advisor to the Prime Minister of Ukraine. 


PHOTO — EMBASSY OF CANADA TO UKRAINE 
Meeting with Ukraine У Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk. Left to Right: Markian Shwec, Head of EuroMaidan 
Canada; Ukrainian Canadian Congress Executive Director Taras Zalusky; UCC National President Paul Grod: 
Foreign Affairs Minister Stéphane Dion; Yatsenyuk; Etobicoke-Centre MP Borys Wrzesnewskyj; Canada's 
Ambassador to Ukraine Roman Waschuk; Mark Gwozdecky, Assistant Deputy Minister, Foreign Affairs, Trade 


been added to Canada’s sanctions 
list and, if not, when will they be 
added?” 

The reply was: 

“Canada’s sanctions are intend- 
ed to apply economic pressure on 
Russia in response to its aggression 
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against Ukraine. Russia is eager to individuals and entities on our sane- 


have the sanctions lifted, but we 
and our partners have made clear 
that this is contingent upon Rus- 
sia’s full implementation of its 
Minsk commitments. 

“Decisions to include certain 
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tions list are made strategically and 
in close coordination with our inter- 
national partners, including the US, 
EU and G7. 
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krainian Greek Catholic Cathedral’s children’s choir “Little Angels” perform a 
oncert of Carols, organized by the Ukrainian Music Society of Alberta, and held at 
For more see the Ukrainian-language story on page 8 of this issue. 
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Втікачам з Донбасу в Німеччині 
відмовляють у статусі біженців 


Наталія Писанська, Радіо Свобода 

Утікачі від війни кілька місяців поспіль - 
під прицілом дискусій німецького суспільства: 
приймати чи ні? Зокрема, чи приймати українських 
утікачів, які «зависли» у Німеччині. Нині йдеться 
про їхню депортацію, оскільки, на думку 
німецьких чиновників, біженці від збройного 
конфлікту можуть оселятися у безпечних районах 
України. Серед них донеччани Олена і Сергій 
Никончуки, котрі очікують рішення німецької 
влади щодо їхнього перебування у цій країні. 

Розшукати родину Никончуків було непросто, 
адже їм довелося залишити орендоване житло 
i переселитися у притулок однієї з релігійних 
громад. Вони прибули до Німеччини з Донецька 
торік. На Батьківщині залишився будинок, робо- 
та, налагоджене життя. Але заради майбутнього 
дітей, як розповідає мати Олена Никончук, руши- 
ли у невідомість. 

«Нам було дуже важко зважитися на цей 
крок. Чекали, скільки могли, поки стабілізується 
ситуація у Донецьку, поки повернеться нормальне 
життя, котре було у Hac до воєнних дій. Але чекати 
не стало більше сил. Ми збирали речі практично 
під обстрілом, але не уявляли, що будемо серед 
шукачів притулку», - розповідає Олена. 

На щастя, українців прийняла громада баварсь- 
кого села, де вони прижилися: усі почали вив- 
чати мову, доньки пішли до школи. Батьки пра- 
цювали спочатку на благодійних засадах, потім 
- за угодою. Бургомістр села Рауенебрах Матіас 


Боєрляйн, де жили Никончуки, розповів про знай- 
OMCTBO з ними: 

«Сім'я дуже добре інтегрувалася у нашу гро- 
маду. Спочатку вони допомагали на господарсь- 
ких роботах, потім глава родини навіть отримав 
робочу угоду. Вони чудово прижилися у нас. 
Щодо цього ні в кого немає сумнівів», - запевняє 
бургомістр. 

Тож у Никончуків з'явилася надія на притулок, 
Хоча й на співбесідах у відомствах їм натякали: 
розраховувати немає на що, бо в Україні «не війна, 
а конфлікт». Утім, причина відмови у статусі 
біженців інша: їхня в'їзна віза в ЄС - іспанська, 
тож шукати притулок мають там, Це розуміє Оле- 
на Никончук. 

«Виникає питання, на яких підставах прийма- 
ти біженців? Нині для нас не йдеться більше про 
те, що зможемо залишитися тут, а йдеться про 
можливість перечекати якийсь час», - ділиться 
Олена. 

Тож батьків із двома дітьми ненадовго може 
прихистити церква. Доти, поки парламент Баварії, 
куди вони звернулися з петицією про одержан- 
ня статусу біженців, не ухвалить щодо цього 
рішення. Розміщену в інтернеті, її підписали по- 
над 73 тисячі осіб - здебільшого німці. 

Никончуки — одні з кількох тисяч українських 
біженців у Німеччині, котрих можуть депортува- 
ти додому, всупереч намаганню інтегруватися у 
тутешнє суспільство та заробляти на життя влас- 
ними руками. 


Для чого Україна створює спільну з 
країнами НАТО військову бригаду? 


Левко Стек, Радіо Свобода 

У польському місті Люблінроз- 
почав роботу штаб міжнародної 
бригади, до складу якої увійшли 
військовослужбовці з України, 
Польщі та Литви. Це 
спільна бригада, де українські 
солдати служитимуть спільно 
з військовими з країн-членів 
НАТО. В підрозділі наразі пра- 
цюють 18 українців. За словами 
міністра оборони Степана Полто- 
рака, ця бригада стане «локомо- 
тивом», що наблизить українські 
Збройні сили до стандартів 
Північноатлантичного альянсу. 
Водночас, зазначають експерти, 
не слід очікувати, що бригада 
буде коли-небудь задіяна в бойо- 
вих діях на Донбасі. 

Бригада під назвою «ЛитПо- 
лУкрбриг» (LITPOLUKRBRIG) 
базуватиметься | у | Любліні. 
Керівником підрозділу призна- 
чений також польський офіцер. 
Українець, став його заступ- 
ником. Втім, щороку посади 
змінюватимуться між країнами. 


перша 


треба 5 


членами 


військовому рівні». Раніше Сте- 
пан Полторак заявляв, що Україні 
років аби реформува- 
ти Збройні сили до стандартів 
НАТО. На думку міністра, ро- 
бота у спільному з країнами- 
альянсу 
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Справа наліво: міністр оборони України Степан Полторак, міністр 
оборони Литви Юозас Олекас та міністр оборони Польщі Антопі 
Мацеревич під час прес-конференції у Любліні. 26 січня 2016 року 


ший день роботи штабу форму- 
вання, міністр оборони Польщі 
Антоні Мацєревич заявив, що 
«бригада є чітким сигналом для 
усіх, хто намагається підірвати 
мир у Європі». Втім, на думку 
заступника директора Центру 
досліджень армії, конверсії та 


підрозділі 


Загалом, як повідомляли раніше 
в Генштабі ЗСУ, у складі бри- 
гади буде більш як півтисячі 
українських військових. 

У перший день роботи штабу 
міністр оборони Степан Полто- 
рак заявив, що формування бри- 
гади завершиться вже у наступ- 
ному році. 

«Створення 
об'єднання завжди потребує 
великих сил і часу. Треба було 
створити передумови для ство- 


ВІЙСЬКОВОГО 


рення бригади - ми їх ство- 
рили. Визначились з місцем 1 
керівництвом. 2015-2016 роки 
присвячені формуванню  шта- 
бу та проведенню  одиничи 

підготовки. А в 2017 році ми 
плануємо вийти масшта 


на- 


навчання в складі оригали i 


проможностей 


печення регіональної безпеки на 


неабияк сприятиме цьому про- 
цесу. Наразі, в штабі служать 18 
українців. Один з них - рівнянин 
Олександр Гайн. До бригади 
він потрапив після спеціального 
відбору 1 вже відзначає переваги 
підготовки спільно з натовськи- 
ми експертами. 

«Наші військовослужбовці, які 
пройшли навчання з натовськими 
інструкторами, ті ж мобілізовані 
чи кадрові військові, вони наба- 
гато ефективніші в бою. Тобто, 
вони краще виконують накази, 
серед них менше втрат і в них 
вища мотивація. Вони бачать, на 
рівнятися. Для нас 
величезний плюс 
натовнями», — 


Koro 


це, звичайно, 


— МатТИ 


справу з 


ПІДГОТОВКИ, 
нують застосовува- 
ротворчих місіях ООН. 
с про діяльність фор- 
мування на території України 
наразі не йдеться. Хоча, у пер- 


ення 


роззброєння Антона Міхненка, 
сигнал цей адресований не лише 
Росії. 

«Це певний меседж, в тому 
числі і для країн-членів НАТО, 
що українські військові вже 
діють в складі спільної брига- 
ди з військовими з країн НАТО. 
Якщо Україна співпрацює 
3 військовослужбовцями 
пих країн, то цє вже певний 
політичний меседж, що Україна 
інтегрується i приймають- 
ся практичні кроки стосовно 
інтеграції до стандартів НАТО», 
- вважає Антон Міхненко. 

Договір про створення спільної 
українсько-польсько-литовської 
бригади підписаний у 
Варшаві we 19 вересня 2014 
року. Загалом у складі форму- 
вання передбачено створення чо- 
тирьох батальйонів: по одному 
з України та Литви, а також два 
польських. 
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calls Ukrainian 


Canadians “rabid” 


(UkrNews)—Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergei Lavrov was greet- 
ed with a barrage of criticism after 
terming the Ukrainian community 
in Canada “rabid” during a January 
26 press conference. 

“We were surprised by the total 
lack of any pragmatism in the im- 
pulsive actions taken by the previ- 
ous government, which took the 
course, а5 you can understand, of 
blindly following the demands of 
rabid representatives of the Ukrain- 
ian diaspora in Canada,” he said. 

Reacting to this comment, the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
(UCC), whose President together 
with several Canadian Parliamen- 
tarians have been sanctioned and 
barred from Russia, reminded Lay- 
гом that he serves a regime that has 
invaded Ukraine, illegally annexed 
Ukraine’s Crimean peninsula and 
continues to wage a war in East- 
ern Ukraine where Ukrainians are 
killed by Russian soldiers and their 
terrorist proxies on a daily basis. 

“His government is solely re- 
sponsible for 9,000 deaths, ongoing 
war crimes and one. of the world’s 
most catastrophic refugee crises in 
Ukraine with 1.5 million refugees 
that have fled Ukrainian territor- 
ies invaded by Russia,” added the 
UCC in its January 28 statement. 

Responding to a question from 
Etobicoke Centre Liberal MP 
Borys Wrzesnewsky) in the House 
of Commons, January 27, Foreign 
Affairs Minister Stéphane Dion 
stated: “I am so pleased to go to 
Ukraine to express to the Govern- 
ment of Ukraine the steadfast sup- 
port of Canada for Ukraine, how 
much we deeply disagree with the 
invasion and interference of the 
Russian government in Ukraine, 
and also how much we will not 
tolerate from a Russian minister 
any insults against the community 
of Ukraine in Canada. We owe so 
much to Ukrainian Canadians and 
we will always support them. 

Conservative Defense Critic 
James Bezan slammed Lavrov’s 
denial of the illegal annexation 
of Crimea and “desire to normal- 
ize relations” with Canada, at that 
same Jan. 26 press conference. 


UKRAINIAN 
DIASPORA 


PHOTO — EMBASSY OF CANADA TO UKRAINE 
Etobicoke-Centre MP Borys Wrzesnewskyj (right) presents a “Rabid 
Ukrainian Diaspora” t-shirt to Dr. Ulana Suprun, Director of Patriot 
Defence, during Foreign Affairs Minister Stéphane Dion’s visit to 
Kyiv, February 1. “Patriot Defence” was initially established as a 
humanitarian initiative of the Ukrainian World Congress. The project 
was founded to address specific needs in Ukraine — specifically the need 


Jor Combat Lifesaver Training Courses and NATO-standard Improved 


First Aid Kits (IFAKs) for Ukraine’ servicemen. For more about this 


project see page 11 of this issue. 


“The recent comments made by 
Russia’s Foreign Minister Lavrov 
demonstrate the Putin regime’s 
unwillingness to recognize inter- 
nationally accepted borders,” said 
Bezan. : 

“Almost two years ago the Rus- 
sian Federation illegally invaded, 
occupied, and annexed the inter- 
nationally recognized Ukrainian 
territory of Crimea. The Putin re- 
gime executed the military take- 
over in response to the Euromaidan 
protest by the Ukrainian people 
against their pro-Russian leader 
Victor Yanukovych. The ріасе- 
ment of armed forces in the sover- 
eign territory of another nation is 
a clear violation of international 
norms and laws,” Bezan stated in 
the House of Commons. 


Bezan highlighted the work of 


the Harper government in con- 
demning Russia and supporting 


Ukraine. “The previous Conserva- 
tive government was a world lead- 
er in providing economic, military 
and diplomatic assistance to our 
Ukrainian allies. We made it ex- 
tremely clear that whether it takes 
5 months or 50 years, we will never 
recognize the illegal annexation of 
Crimea.” 

“Unfortunately, Prime Minis- 
ter Trudeau wants to reward the 
Russian Federation by normal- 
izing relations while the Russian 
regime continues to supply arms 
and troops to the Donbas conflict 
in eastern Ukraine,” Bezan said. 

“I am calling upon the govern- 
ment to maintain all sanctions 
against the Russian Federation and 
the individuals responsible for the 
annexation of Crimea and the inva- 
sion of the Donbas, until all armed 
forces are removed from Ukrainian 
territory,” concluded Bezan. 


Bezan calls for visa-free 
travel for Ukrainians 


(Office of MP James Bezan)— 
James Bezan, Member of Parlia- 
ment for Selkirk-Interlake-East- 
man, issued the following state- 
ment calling on the Government of 
Canada to improve access to travel 
visas for Ukrainian nationals. 

“The Canadian-Ukrainian rela- 
tionship extends beyond our his- 
tory. We are linked through many 
economic, military and diplomatic 
agreements. For more than 125 
years of subsequent waves of im- 
migration from Ukraine has ге- 
sulted in immeasurable contribu- 
tions of Ukrainian-Canadians in 
the development of Canada.” Bez- 
an said. 

Bezan elaborated on the previous 
government’s work with Ukraine. 
“Our Conservative Government 
made it a priority to improve the 


Canada—Ukraine bilateral relation- 
ship. We signed and implemented 
the Youth Mobility Agreement, 
simplifying and facilitating the 
process for qualified Canadian and 
Ukrainian citizens aged 18 to 35, to 
travel and work in the other coun- 
try for up to one year.” 

He added, “In July 2015, we an- 
nounced the Canada-Ukraine Free 
Trade Agreement (CUFTA), mark- 
ing an important economic mile- 
stone. However, current Canadian 
temporary resident visa require- 
ments hamper Ukrainian busi- 
nesses from investing in Canada, 
while obstructing knowledge trans- 
fer and professional exchanges and 
thereby ultimately undermining the 
goals of CUFTA.” 

Canadians are able to travel to 
Ukraine for 90 days without a visa. 


The European Union has begun 
to take steps towards including 
Ukraine in its visa-free regime and 
is hopeful that all conditions will 
be met in 2016. 

“The abolition of temporary resi- 
dent visa requirements for Ukrain- 
ian citizens will allow the free 
movement of our citizens between 
our two nations. It will bring sig- 
nificant investment and exchange 
of knowledge between Canada and 
Ukraine and promote tourism,” 
Bezan concluded.“I encourage all 
Canadians to sign E-petition 33 to 
abolish temporary resident visa re- 
quirements for Ukrainian citizens 
entering Canada.~ 

The petition can be signed online 
at: https://petitions.parl.gc.ca/em 
Petition/Details?Petition=e-33 
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Proudly serving the Ukrainian community 


Would you like to work with funeral 
directors who understand how 

valuable it is for you and your family 
to have a truly meaningful funeral 
experience? ey 


When the time comes to honor a nA, 
loved one’s memory in a personal М 
and respectful way, please call us. 
¢ Wide range of burial & cremation 
services & products 
* Prearranged funeral plans to оч 
meet your personal wishes 
and financial budget 


24 hours: 780-426-0050 


Edmonton: 9709 - 111 Avenue 


www.parkmemorial.com 
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following locations 
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Meest - Edmonton, 
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Catholic Church, 
Servus Credit Union 
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Криму виставляють Ha вулицю 


(Радіо Свобода) -Російський «арбіт- 
ражний суд» Криму присудив вилу- 
чити 3 власності Кримської єпархії 
УПЦ КП приміщення, які їй нале- 
жать. Про це повідомив архієпископ 
Сімферопольський i Кримський УПЦ 
Київського патріархату Климент. 

На прес-конференції в Києві 28 
січня владика пояснив, що йдеться про 
приміщення Кафедрального собору свя- 
тих рівноапостольних князя Володимира 
j Ольги в пентрі Сімферополя, повідомляє 
кореспондент «Крим.Реалії». 

«За рішенням суду я маю сплатити 
півмільйона рублів «Міністерству май- 
на і земельних відносин», протягом 10 
днів звільнити приміщення 1 готува- 
тись до того, що далі в мене заберуть 
це приміщення. Тому що саме на цих 
112 квадратних метрах розміщені всі 
комунікації, вода, світло, тепло», - сказав 
владика Климент. 

За його словами, керівництво Кримської 
єпархії УПЦ Київського патріархату не 
залишить приміщення Собору 1 продо- 
вжить боротьбу за нього. «20 років я бо- 
рюсь за це приміщення з Фондом майна 
Криму», - підкреслив Климент. 

Він повідомив сайту «Крим.Реалії», 
що кількість богослужбових приміщень 
Української православної церкви 
Київського патріархату в Криму за час 
анексії півострова скоротилася з двадцяти 
до десяти. 

«Два о приміщення були орендовані 
у Міністерства оборони України - у 
Севастополі va  Перевальному, деякі 
нам надавали бізнесмени-українці. У 
деяких населених пунктах залишилися 
приміщення, але богослужіння не про- 
водяться, немає священиків. A подекуди 
немає і прихожан, вони виїхали на мате- 
рик», - сказав архієпископ Климент. 


На окупованій частині Донбасу 
почалася нова кампанія проти УГКЦ 


Левко Стек, Радіо Свобода 

У | Донецьку | місцеві | мешканці 
пікетували греко-католицький храм По- 
крови пресвятої Богородиці. Учасники 
акції звинуватили представників церкви 
у діяльності, що підриває цілісність се- 
паратистських угруповань та підбурює до 
війни, Представники УЇ КЦ заперечують 
звинувачення, наполягаючи, що свяще- 
ники, які залишились працювати у місті, 
є аполітичними. Водночас, відзначають 
активізацію | інформаційної кампанії, 
спрямованої проти  греко-католицької 
церкви, частиною якої може бути і акція 
в Донецьку. 

На мітинг до греко-католицького храму 
Покрови пресвятої Богородиці прибули 
близько півтисячі донеччан. Учасники 
акції звинувачували представників церк- 
ви у закликах до заворушень, у підривній 
діяльності всередині підконтрольних бой- 
овикам районах. Мітингувальники також 
тримали в руках транспаранти з написати 
«Ні сектам у ДНР» і навіть звинувачували 
греко-католиків у зв'язках із ЦРУ. 

Організувала | акцію підконтрольна 
сепаратистам організація «Молода 
республіка». | хоч мітинг позиціонували 
як стихійний, керівник об'єднання Сергій 
Кондрикінський ще за день до його прове- 
дення пояснював місцевим журналістам 
причини проведення. 

«Православна віра і взагалі будь-яка 
їнша нормальна віра - це в першу чергу 
об'єднання людей. А ті гасла, які зараз 
озвучують секти - це заклики до підриву 
«Донецької народної республіки» зсере- 
дини. I ми прекрасно розуміємо, що це 
ті цілі, які вони ставлять перед собою», - 
заявив сепаратист. 

На мітинг учасників звозили автобуса- 
ми, плакати теж роздавали централізовано. 
розповів у коментарі Радіо Свобода свя- 
щеник Василь Пантелюк. Він роки 
працював із греко-католиками у Донецьку. 
Виїхав з міста лише у серпні 2014-го. Коли 
довідався про мітинг, зв'язався з людьми, 


» 


- закінчили її будівництво у травні 2014- 
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"УПЦ Київського патріархату в С авченко I Путін 


Він зазначив, що активісти українських 
громад у Криму виїхали здебільшого че- 
рез неможливість навчати дітей рідною 
мовою. Він додав, що з 10 богослужбових 
приміщень УПЦ KIL, які залишились у 
Криму, 9 є переобладнаними і одне - по- 
будованим. 

«Це дерев "яна церква у Євпаторії, ми 


Олена Матусова, Радіо Свобода 

Українська громадянка, народний депу- 
тат Надія Савченко впізнала в одному зі 
своїх викрадачів помічника радника пре- 
зидента Росії Владіслава Суркова, колиш- 
нього співробітника адміністрації пре- 
зидента Росії Павла Карпова. Як написав 
у своєму мікроблозі Твітер адвокат Ілля 
Новіков, «створюється відчуття, що між 
ФСБ, i СК (Слідчим комітетом Росії - ред.) 
йшов тендер на захоплення Савченко». 

Працівник адміністрації президента 
Росії Владіміра Путіна - Павєл Карпов 
— курирував, за даними ЗМІ, діяльність у 
Росії ультраправих рухів. Саме його Надія 
Савченко впізнала, як водія автомобіля, 
на якому українку вивезли до Росії. 

За клопотанням захисників Савчен- 
ко, Донецький міський суд Ростовської 
області Росії долучив фотографію Карпо- 
ва до матеріалів кримінальної справи. 

Крім цього, адвокати зажадали долучи- 
ти прослуховування телефонної розмови 
Карпова з колишнім ватажком угрупу- 
вання «ЛНР» Валерієм Болотовим, під 
час якого якраз обговорювали викраден- 
ня Савченко. Однак у цьому захисникам 
відмовили. 

Як повідомив кореспондент Радіо Сво- 
бода Антон Наумлюк, який був присутній 
на засіданні суду, розшифровка цієї роз- 
мови доводить, що Савченко не може 
бути причетна до загибелі журналістів. 

«Адвокати зачитали розшифровку 
переговорів Карпова з Болотовим. Ця роз- 
мова була перехоплена контррозвідкою 
СБУ в їхніх власних цілях, тобто це було 
зроблено не в рамках справи про викра- 
дення Савченко, що буде розглядатися в 
Україні. Людина, яку адвокати назива- 
ють Карповим, говорить з Болотовим і 
цікавиться затриманою жінкою. І скрізь 
| на цьому етапі вона фігурує ще й як снай- 
перша», - зазначив Антон Наумлюк. 

Ім'я Павла Карпова - як кремлівського 
куратора націоналістів - вперше спливло 
в процесі російського націоналістичного 
угруповання БОРН, члени якого визнані 
винними, в тому числі, 1 в особливо тяж- 
ких злочинах. 

За даними адвокатів Савченко, в 2014 


го», - пояснив він. 

Архієпископ Климент нагадав, що церк- 
ву в Євпаторії кілька разів підпалювали 
невідомі. 

На думку представника громадської 
організації «Кримський центр ділового та 
культурного співробітництва «Український 
Дім» Андрія Щекуна, для того, щоб УПЦ 
КП у Криму могла захищати свої права, 
необхідна «політична воля» української 
влади. Він вважає, що передача у власність 
Кримської єпархії приміщень Кафедраль- 
ного собору, що належать Україні, допо- 
може кримським священикам відстоювати 
свої інтереси в міжнародних судах і на 
території півострова. 

Російська окупаційна влада Криму, як і 
суди на півострові, офіційно ситуацію не 
коментує. 

Після анексії Криму Росією 2014 
року «Фонд майна» Криму повідомив 
архієпископу про необхідність переукла- 
дання договору оренди на приміщення, в 
якому розташовується Кафедральний со- 
бор Володимира i Ольги. Тоді Климент 
розповідав, що невідомі люди вимагали 
від нього 200 тисяч доларів за можливість 
перебувати в цій будівлі. 

Незважаючи на низку заяв, у тому числі, 
правозахисних організацій, про утиски 
за релігійною ознакою на півострові, 
російська влада Криму це заперечує і 
стверджує, що віряни всіх конфесій пере- 
бувають у рівних умовах. 


які були на місці. Очевидці й розповіли 
подробиці акції. 

Зізнається, був здивований, коли почув 
про подію та звинувачення, які лунають на 
адресу його колег, адже впродовж всього 
часу своєї роботи в Донецьку, запевняє він, 
мав прекрасні стосунки, як з мешканцями, 
так 1 з владою. За словами Пантелюка, за- 
раз в Донецьку, з дозволу бойовиків, пра- 
цюють три греко-католицькі священики. 
Однак, запевняє отець, жодної агітації чи 


: 5 Марія Лєсная, Радіо Свобода 
політичних заяв вони собі не дозволяють. 


ra «За два роки кримські татари ста- 
«Крім того, що священики там He- Я ; 
. = З : ли народом-заручником. На півострові 
суть слово боже, вони не займаються a Se 
У : : а 5 почали зникати люди. Метою цього є 
ніякою політичною діяльністю. Нічим, : С Рем то сао 
ура Pets oe : . 7 |суцільний страх щоб кожен патріот 
окрім благодійної діяльності. Ми хотіли | \; ; Speirs 
України сьогодні знав i відчував, що 


зареєструвати там гуманітарну місію 
«Карітас», щоб десяткам тисяч людей до- 
помогти. Щоб годувати людей, ми хотіли 
відкрити їдальню, щоб кожен день году- 
вати по 200 людей», - пригадує священик. 


він може стати наступною жертвою. На 
кримських татарах тестують весь арсе- 
нал каральних дій: тортури, знущання, 
обшуки, штрафи, ув'язнення. Тому нена- 
сильницький спротив, який вони чинять 


Після активізації бойових дій на ко З А ов ЩО р pac 
5 eae 4 - російській владі, - це дійсно героїзм». 
Донбасі у 2014-му, розповідає керівник : 3 IER de 
- aT eee Так вважає радник українського міністра 
департаменту інформації УГКЦ отець з 


з інформаційної політики Еміне Джеппар. 

На її думку, в Україні зараз є міф, ніби 
кримчани радіють «приєднанню» до 
Росії. Втім, це далеко не так, каже Джеп- 
пар, особливо, серед кримських татар. Як 
доказ своїх слів вона наводить «методи 
спротиву», які на свій страх i ризик вико- 


Ігор Яців, священики отримали розпоряд- 
ження залишити території підконтрольні 
бойовикам, оскільки ніхто не міг гаранту- 
вати їхню безпеку. Однак, попри небезпе- 
ку, значна частина з них залишилась, 
передньо, щоправда, евакуювавши сім'ї. 


no- 


Після цього, зазначає Яців, наста- і є х 3 
- ристовують патріоти, починаючи від мо- 
ло відносне затишшя, коли особливих В = : A г 
- : менту окупації. Це мітинги i збори в Кри- 
утисків греко-католицькі священики на ун 


му, публічні заяви на підтримку України 
та всього українського, бойкот і неучасть 
у «референдумі» за «російський Крим», 
відмова від російського паспорта й 
георгіївської стрічки, відмова вивішувати 
прапор та портрет Путіна 
кримськотатарських класах, відмова 
співати гімн Ро 


Донбасі не відчували. Хоча, кількість ак- 
тивних осередків церкви й значно скоро- 
тилась. | от нещодавно, зазначає отець, 
греко-католицька церква знову стала 
об'єктом нападів. Цього разу - через за- 
соби масової інформації. 

«Почалася нова хвиля нагнітання, 
сприйняття УГКЦ у медійному просторі, 
в Російській Федерації 
моніторинг показав декільк 


російський 


Ja В 
не- 


лях 


за київським 
ліка на одязі та 
гтоні мобільного -- 


напевно події в Донецьку 
одніЄ більшої інформа 


проти нашої церкви», 


Надія впізнала у своєму викрадачі працівника Кремля 


Надії 


Адвокат 
тримає під час засідання суду фото ко- 


Савченко Ілля Новіков 


лишнього співробітника адміністрації 
президента Росії Павела Карпова. 


році Карпов брав участь у бойових діях 
на боці угруповання «ЛНР». Перебуваю- 
чи на території України, він називав себе 
«куратором від президента» Росії. 

Один із адвокатів Савченко Марк Фейтін 
в інтерв'ю Радіо Свобода підтвердив, що 
сьогоднішню інформацію можна назвати 
скандальною, але не сенсаційною. І суд - 
так само, як і слідство - навряд чи візьме 
ці докази до уваги. 

«Те, що це з'явилося тільки тепер, 
наприкінці судового слідства, на стадії 
подання доказів з боку захисту, це дуже 
симптоматично. | Значить, | чинилися 
серйозні перешкоди захисту як в період 
попереднього слідства, так і під час 
суду, це замість того, щоб максимально 
розібратися в цій справі. Якби виклика- 
ли усіх свідків та задовольняли клопо- 
тання захисту, то напевно ми б швидше 
розібралися з тим, що відбувалося як 
17 червня 2014-го, так 1 23 червня 2014 
року», - зазначив Фейгін. 

Фейгін | вважає, що 
інформація | про участь колишнього 
кремлівського чиновника у викраденні 
Савченко, стоїть в одній ланці з отруєнням 
полонієм | у | Лондоні | Александра 
Літвіненка i погрозами розправи на адре- 
су російської опозиції. 


оприлюднена 


Як кримські татари чинять 


опір російській окупації 


це теж свого роду спротив окупації. 

Важливо, як зазначає Джеппар, для 
кримчан їздити на материк - у так звані 
«фрідом-тури» («тури свободи», від 
англійського freedom — ред.), щоб мати 
можливість «дихати вільно». 

Експерт Інституту демократії imeni Пи- 
липа Орлика Наталія Беліцер вважає, що 
саме кримські татари роблять найбільше 
для опору російській владі в Криму. 

«Отой ненасильницький | спротив 
здебільшого здійснюють кримські татари, 
і вони ж є жертвами обшуків, викликів, 
допитів | ФСБ тощо. Ініціаторами 
громадянської блокади Криму також 
були  кримськотатарські активісти, I, 
як виявилось, саме пе на сьогодні є 
найважливішим засобом тиску не тільки 
на окупаційну владу, а і на позицію Kpem- 
ля. Бо те, шо відбулось у результаті напо- 
легливих дій активістів блокадної акції, 
чітко продемонструвало: Крим не може 
вижити без України, Росія не здатна його 
забезпечити», - каже Беліцер. 

На думку експерта, єдина надія на 
покращення долі політв'язнів — масив- 
ний консолідований тиск міжнародної 
спільноти на Росію. 

Голова Меджлісу кримськотатарсько- 
го народу Рефат Чубаров, згадуючи про 

нинішніх  кримськотатарських в'язнів, 
провів паралель між ними 1 героями Крут. 
Він нагадав, що 98 років тому, 29 січня 
1918 року, в бою під Крутами декілька 
сотень молодих людей захистили їдею 
незалежної Української держави. 
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Western leaders urge | Yatsenyuk calls for referendum 
Kyiv to keep pursuing 
economic reform 


(RFE/RL)—Western leaders have praised 
the reform efforts of a Ukrainian economy 
minister who resigned and called on Kyiv to 
keep pursuing the reforms he championed. 

U.S. State Department spokesman John 
Kirby lauded Aivaras Abromavicius on Feb- 
ruary 3 for implementing tough economic 
policies that delivered “real reform results 
for Ukraine,” and urged Ukraine’s leaders to 
press ahead with his anticorruption measures. 

“Ukraine’s stable, secure and prosper- 
ous future is going to require the sustained 
efforts of a broad and inclusive team go- 
ing forward of dedicated professionals like 
him, who put the Ukrainian people’s interest 
above their own,” Kirby said. 

A group of Western envoys in Kyiv, includ- 
ing the U.S., German, and British ambassa- 
dors, said they were “deeply disappointed” 
by the resignation, and hoped reforms would 
continue. 

The reforms have been tied to some $17 
billion in loans Kyiv has received from the 
United States, European states, and the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund. 

Lithuanian-born Abromavicius said he re- 
signed on February 3 out of frustration that 
major reforms were being blocked, telling 
reporters in Kyiv that there was a “sharp es- 
calation in efforts to block systemic and im- 
portant reforms.” 

He said that he had "по wish to be a cover 
for open corruption or puppets under the 
control of those who want to establish con- 
trol over state money in the style of the old 
authorities.” 

He singled out Thor Kononenko, a senior 
lawmaker close to President Petro Poro- 
shenko, saying Kononenko had lobbied to 
get his people appointed to head state com- 
panies and at top government positions. 

Kononenko rejected the allegations as 
“completely absurd” and accused Abromavi- 
cius of trying to shift the blame for his own 
failures atop the Economy Ministry. 

Meanwhile, Poroshenko urged Abromavi- 
cius to stay at his post and push ahead with 
reforms. Poroshenko deputies insisted that 
they remain devoted to carrying out the re- 
forms sought by western allies. 

But there was no sign that the minister was 
reconsidering his decision to quit. Several of 
his deputies said they would leave as well 
following his announcement. 

“IT would like to make clear that each and 
every member of this cabinet for the last 14 
months has been doing everything in their 


power and sometimes even more,” Prime 
Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk told a cabinet 


meeting. 


Abromavicius, a 40-year-old former asset 
manager, was one of several foreigners ap- 
pointed to official posts as part of Ukraine’s 
attempts to pull the country away from its 
Soviet past, recover from Russia’s seizure of 


Crimea, and kick-start a reform process. 


His departure leaves two foreign-born 
ministers, U.S.-born Finance Minister Nat- 
alie Jaresko and Georgia-born Health Minis- 


ter Aleksandr Kvitashvili. 


Former Georgian President Mikheil Saa- 
kashvili, who has since taken on Ukrainian 
citizenship, is governor of the Odesa region 
and has played an oversize public role in 


Ukrainian politics. 


Abromavicius’s resignation comes amid 
parliamentary anger with Yatsenyuk’s goy- 
ernment and infighting among political in- 


terests tied to powerful tycoons. 


There has also been growing public discon- 
tent that the pro-Western government has not 


delivered on promises to stamp out corruption, 
raising the prospect of a ministerial reshuffle. 


In a tweet upon news of the resignation, 
U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine Geoffrey Pyatt 


described Abromavicius as “one of [the] main 


reformers” and said, “Reforms must continue.” 
The government is "оп fire and Yatsenyuk 


himself is in the ring of fire,” political ana- 
lyst Volodymyr Fesenko told Reuters news 


agency. He also suggested there is currently 


insufficient support in parliament for an al- 
ternative to Yatsenyuk. 

Meanwhile, Ukraine’s eurobonds slumped 
on the news of Abromavicius’s resigna- 
tion over concern among investors that 
Kyiv’s commitment to implement reforms 
might fade, threatening to derail a $40 bil- 
lion aid-for-reforms deal championed by the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF), United 
States, and European Union. 

Initial government estimates show 
Ukraine’s economy shrinking by more than 
10 percent last year. 

The country has struggled economically 
since pro-Russian President Viktor Yanuko- 
vych was ousted in a popular revolt in Febru- 
ary 2014. 

His departure was followed by Russia’s 
occupation and annexation of Crimea in 
March 2014 and a conflict between govern- 
ment forces and Russian-backed separatists 
in the country’s east that has killed more than 
9,100 people. 


Trump defends Putin 
over Litvinenko murder 


By Nick Allen, The Telegraph, Jan. 26, 2016 

Donald Trump has defended Vladimir Pu- 
tin after a British public inquiry found the 
Russian president “probably” sanctioned the 
assassination of Russian dissident Alexander 
Litvinenko in London. 

Trump waded into the case saying he had 
Seen “no evidence” of Putin’s involvement, 
adding: “They say a lot of things about me 
that are untrue too.” 

The front-runner for the Republican presi- 
dential nomination has previously said he 
felt a “great honour” when Putin praised him 
as an “absolute leader”. 

David Cameron has condemned Putin for 
presiding over the “state sponsored murder” 
of Litvinenko, who died from radioactive 
poisoning in 2006, and called it an “abso- 
lutely appalling crime”. 

А 327-page report released last week by 
retired High Court judge Sir Robert Owen 
concluded Litvinenko was murdered by 
former KGB agents Andrey Lugovoy and 
Dmitri Kovtun. 


But Trump told Fox Business: “Have 
they found him (Putin) guilty? I don’t think 
they ve found him guilty. Ifhe did it, fine but 
І don’t know that he did it. 

“You know, people are saying they think 
it was him, it might have been him, it could 
have been him. But in all fairness to Putin 
— and I’m not saying this because he says 
‘Trump is brilliant and leading everybody’ 
— the fact is that he hasn’t been convicted 
of anything. Some people say he absolutely 
didn’t do it. 

“First of all, he says he didn’t do it. Many 
people say it wasn’t him. So who knows who 
did it?” 

Russia announced it may sue the British 
government over comments made in the 
wake of the inquiry. 

Sergei Lavrov, the Russian foreign minis- 
ter, said: “If one hired a decent lawyer and 
analysed these facts, and the statements that 
have been made by the leadership of the 
British government, I think one could well 
find plenty of grounds for slander.” 


on new constitution 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s Prime Minister Аг- 
seniy Yatsenyuk has called for a referendum 
to be held оп а new constitution for the coun- 
try. 

Speaking on January 24 in his weekly 
televised speech, Yatsenyuk said it is “high 
time for the Ukrainian people to have its say 
about a new Ukrainian constitution in a new 
European Ukraine.” 

Yatsenyuk said the constitution would be 
a “new agreement on redistribution of pow- 
ers between authorities, an agreement on 
relations between the center and the coun- 
try’s regions, an agreement on a new honest 
and fair judicial system, and on clear geo- 
politics” — namely, on the country’s future 
goals of becoming members of the European 
Union and NATO. 

Yatsenyuk’s remarks came a day after 
President Petro Poroshenko warned the 
country’s politicians that the collapse of the 
Minsk agreements aimed at ending a war 


with Russia-backed separatists could set off 


a “full-scale conflict” with Russia. 


Speaking at a conference of local lead- 
ers in Kyiv on January 23, Poroshenko said, 
“Those political forces that want to torpedo 
the Minsk agreements at any cost...and to 
block the constitutional process, must clear- 
ly understand the consequences of their ac- 
tions.” 

“They will lead to the resumption of the 
“hot phase” of the conflict, including a full- 
scale — and not local, as it has been so far 
— conflict with Russia,” he said. 

Poroshenko’s words appeared to be aimed 
at foes of “decentralization” legislation that 
Ukraine is required to pass under the peace 
deal signed in February 2015 by Ukraine, 
Russia, and separatists who hold parts of the 
eastern Donetsk and Luhansk regions. 

The Minsk deal is crucial for Kyiv be- 
cause it calls for the restoration of Ukrain- 
ian control over the state border between 
the separatist-held territories and Russia — 
which has backed the separatists in a conflict 
that has killed more than 9,000 people since 
April 2014. 


Poroshenko: Greater risk of 
open war with Russia now 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko says the risk of open war be- 
tween Russia and Ukraine is greater now 
than it was a year ago. 

In an interview with the German news- 
paper Bild published on February 3, Poro- 
shenko said Russia had implemented “not 
one single point” of the Minsk accords, a 
cease-fire and peace plan aimed at resolving 
the war in eastern Ukraine. 

“Instead, we can see 8,000 Russian sol- 
diers with Russian commanders in our 
country, new military sites directly along 


the border, and constant military trainings,” 
said Poroshenko, who met German Chancel- 
lor Angela Merkel in Berlin on February 1. 
“Russia is investing a lot in these war prep- 
arations.” 

Berlin is growing increasingly suspi- 
cious that Russia is trying to cause trouble 
in Germany to try to weaken Merkel, who 
has taken a tough line on Moscow after it an- 
nexed Crimea in March 2014. 

“Now Putin has opened an information 
War against Germany as well,” Poroshenko 
said. 


13,000 Russian 
servicemen invaded Ukraine 


(Ukraine Today)—More than 13,000 
Russian regular servicemen (three battalion 
combat teams) were deployed near the town 
of Ilovaisk, in Ukraine’s Donetsk region, 
during August 2014, chief military prosecu- 
tor Anatoly Matios revealed January 27. 

“The battle for Ilovaisk was investigated. 
We carried out an extensive examination of 
the evidence with many experts. We came 
to the conclusion that three tactical combat 
teams comprising more that 13,000 (Rus- 
sian) regular servicemen crossed Ukraine’s 
border,” Matios said. 

Matios earlier said over 15,000 Russian 
military troops and Russia-led militants were 
stationed near Ilovaisk in August 2014. 

Fierce fighting took place near Ilovaisk 
in late August 2014. Ukrainian troops were 
surrounded by combined Russian-separatist 


forces. The Russian-backed militants fired 
on convoy which headed through the corri- 
dor, which had been agreed with the enemy 
for withdrawal of the Ukrainian forces. 
Ukrainian troops suffered multiple casual- 
ties. 

The Ukrainian government described 
what happened at Ilovaysk as a massacre. 
According to official data, 366 troops were 
killed, while another 429 were wounded. 
However, a Ukrainian parliamentary com- 
mission estimates that up to 1,000 soldiers 
may have died in the Battle of Ilovaisk last 
year in August. 

“We are investigating, whether Ukraine, 
with all the military units available at that 
time was really capable of doing some- 
thing against a direct hybrid-war invasion,” 
Matios said. 


Warsaw opens new probe 
into Kaczynski death 


(RFE/RL)—Poland’s government on 
February 4 opened a new investigation into 
the 2010 plane crash in Russia that killed 
President Lech Kaczynski and dozens of 
other state leaders. The new probe comes 
amid already deeply strained relations be- 
tween Warsaw and Moscow. 

Announcing the investigation, Defense 
Minister Antoni Macierewicz said the ori- 
ginal probe had been riddled with “mistakes” 
and “abnormalities.” 

He said there will be 21 members of the 
new investigative commission, including 
engineers and other technical experts. There 


also will be four advisers from abroad. 

The original investigations by Poland and 
Russia determined that the crash near Smo- 
lensk, Russia was an accident that resulted 
from pilot error and bad weather. 

But Jaroslaw Kaczynski, the late 
president’s twin brother who heads the роу- 
егпіпе Law and Justice party, has suggested 
the crash was an assassination and has impli- 
cated Russian President Vladimir Putin. 

Among those killed was a huge swath of 
Poland’s political and military elite — the 
first lady, the head of the central bank, mil- 
itary leaders, and other leading figures. 
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Talk versus action on Ukraine 


о Foreign Affairs Minister Stéphane Dion on February | concluded 
a visit to Ukraine where he reiterated the need for the full respect of 
Ukraine’s sovereignty, underlined the importance of full implementation 
of the Minsk agreements, particularly by Russia, and made it clear that 
the Canadian government intends to speak clearly, bluntly and directly to 
Russia about its unacceptable actions in Ukraine. 

Dion had been under criticism for earlier stating he wanted to engage 
Russia on such issues as the Arctic where the two countries have shared 
interests. 

Actually our countries not only have shared interests but also conflicting 
claims as to the seabed and the resources that lie beneath. 

But we are not that concerned about whether Dion wants to talk to Russia 
about the Arctic or not because we really don’t see how that is going to 
affect Ukraine. And we also welcome the government’s determination to 
take a strong stand against Russia’s aggression in Ukraine. 

Because talk is one thing, and action is something else. What we have 
seen so far from the new Liberal government is a commitment to many 
bold initiatives taken by the previous Conservative one, including the 
dispateh of 200 Canadian officers to help train Ukraine’s armed forces, 
the economic assistance, non-lethal aid that has been delivered, as well as 
the sanctions in place right now. 

But more action of a substantive nature can be taken. For one thing, 
while in opposition, the Liberals rightfully criticized the Conservatives 
for maintaining a selective sanctions list which excluded close Putin 
cronies Igor Sechin, head of Rosneft and Vladimir Yakunin, then CEO 
of Russian Railways, both of whom were on U.S. lists and both of whom 
had substantial business interests in Canada. Well the Liberals have now 
been in power for three months and nothing has been done on that front. 
When Ukrainian News emailed a direct question to the media office of 
INternational Affairs, we got a non-answer. Perhaps, considering the New 
Democrats also criticized the Conservatives on such selectivity, it may be 
most appropriate for that party’s MPs to take the new government to task 
on this issue during Question Period. 

Another key issue is the delivery of lethal defensive weapons. To be 
fair, all three parties have held the same position, both before, and now 
after the election — namely that Canada will act in concert with our allies, 
as opposed to taking action unilaterally, as advocated by the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress. 

Well that situation changed on December 18 when U.S. President Barack 
Obama finally broke down and signed a Congressional bill authorizing the 
provision of lethal defensive weapons for Ukraine. So now it’s no longer a 
question of Canada taking unilateral action — but of following the lead of 
our biggest and most important ally — the United States of America. And 
let’s make it clear— Ukraine needs anti-tank missiles to protect the country 
from Russian tanks which have invaded Ukraine — not Ukrainian tanks to 
invade Russia. 

(As an aside, we would like to draw attention to a very incisive article 
written for the Kyiv Post by George Woloshyn, a former naval intelligence 
commander and former director of U.S. National Security Preparedness. 
which we have reprinted on this same page which points out how much 

less expensive defensive weapons are to produce and how much more 
effective.) 

Now that the circumstances have changed with new developments, 
both government and opposition parties should consider changing their 
positions on lethal defensive aid to meet the new reality. Maybe they 
already are considering this, and just haven’t crystallized their positions. 

If that is the case, then we urge them all to do so as soon as possible. 
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Ukraine as an exporter of peace 


By George Woloshyn, Кугу Post 

When Isaiah prophesied that the day will come 
when nations will “beat their swords into plowshares”, 
he may have overlooked an important intermediate 
step that nations could take to deter aggression and 
promote peace by beating their swords into shields 
rather than plowshares. 

Consider the Russian defense budget for 2016. With 
an estimated $49 billion, it will outspend Ukraine by 
a factor of 12 to 1. Now compare the $150,000 cost of 
a U.S. anti-tank “javelin” missile versus the $4.5 mil- 
lion cost of Russia’s most modern Т90 tank: the factor 
is 30 to 1. Ukraine’s investment of some fraction of 
its $4 billion defense budget in development and pro- 
duction of highly accurate missiles (shields) against 
Russian tanks and rocket launcher systems (swords) 
would save thousands of Ukrainian lives and rule out a 
land invasion of armored vehicles. One javelin missile 
would take out a tank costing 30 times as much. 

Russia’s advanced fighter jet (SU35) costs an esti- 
mated $4560 million. Ukraine produces antiaircraft 
detection and defensive missile launch systems at a 
fraction of the cost of an offensive Russian fighter jet. 
How many tanks or fighter jets could the Russians 
afford to deploy if Ukraine had sufficient defensive 
systems that would destroy them at a small fraction of 
what it cost Russia to build them? 

Ukraine already has a well developed and sophisti- 
cated defense industrial complex which is producing 
some very advanced systems such as the Grom? tac- 
tical cruise missile system; its antitank StugnaP, now 
in mass production, using laserguided missiles to pin- 
point and destroy lowflying aerial targets, infantry 
positions, and modern armored targets; and its port- 
able, automatic, belly fed grenade launcher (UAG- 
40). These and many others are just some of the ad- 
vanced systems developed, designed and produced by 
Ukraine’s quarter million employees engaged in pro- 
ducing arms for export and internal use. 

Until Russia’s invasion of Ukraine much of this pro- 
duction was exported, and not enough attention was 
paid to modernization and improvement. Now that 
Ukraine’s Defense Department has become the in- 
dustry’s biggest client, and the current Administration 
recognizes Ukraine’s critical need for its products, 
the industry’s very robust scientific, engineering, IT, 
space and industrial potential has been redirected to 
meet Ukraine’s own defense needs while building up 
its export potential. Very few countries can afford in- 
vesting in the research, development, and production 
of a wide array of advanced military hardware, while 
Ukraine has the expertise and facilities to do so at a 
very competitive cost. 

But, unlike other major arms producers and export- 
ers Ukraine should specialize in an industry niche that 
serves the interest of peace rather than war. Imagine, 
for a moment, that most of the nations of the world 
(the vast majority of which are peaceful) were to 
spend most of their “defense” budgets on less costly 


defensive rather than offensive armaments. Defensive 
armaments do not require the reach and destructive 
power of offensive weapons. A missile or directed 
energy system can defend a country from aerial or 
naval attack, or from armored land invasion аг а small 
fraction of the cost (of equipment and personnel) that 
the invader has to bear. The development of counter- 
measures generally cost less than the aggressor’s sys- 
tems because research is focused on circumventing 
weaknesses. Firing a flare to deflect a heatseeking 
missile is far less costly than developing and produ- 
cing the missile. 

Simplistic though these analogies may be, they 
make the point. Isaiah’s missing intermediate step is 
the building of shields to parry the enemy’s swords. 
Ukraine, with no aggressive designs on its neighbors, 
cannot equal Russia’s outlay on offensive weapons. 
But it can afford developing electronic jamming de- 
vices to counter Russian surveillance and targeting; 
cyber technology to safeguard Ukrainian systems and 
pose a retaliatory threat to Russian systems; advanced 
radar systems; detection systems for border control; 
electromagnetic pulse generator to suppress enemy 
power and communication transmissions; directed 
energy system to destroy aerial targets; drones; etc. 

For every $12 that Russia spends on its “swords” 
Ukraine can afford to spend $1 on shielding itself 
from those swords. Instead of an “arms” race Ukraine 
can counter with a “peace” race that would raise the 
cost of Russia’s aggression to unsustainable levels. 

There are other aspects to defenseoriented technol- 
ogy that makes it attractive. Export revenues: would 
reduce the “brain drain” of highly educated and tal- 
ented Ukrainians from seeking professional chal- 
lenges abroad. It opens opportunity for commercial 
exploitation of products developed in defenserelated 
research. It greatly reduces the size and cost of a 
standing army. And it preserves Ukraine’s military- 
industrial complex from declining in an increasingly 
more competitive market. 

Ukraine is likely to profit from the sale of its prod- 

ucts to the “front line” states of Poland, Romania, 
Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, and Georgia while greatly 
increasing its market share in a score of countries 
fearful of external aggression . Defensive systems are 
more affordable and may make the cost of aggression 
unaffordable for many. Ukraine would shift from be- 
ing an arms exporter to becoming.a major exporter 
of peacepromoting and casualtyreducing “shields”, 
A military strategy based on neutralizing Russia’s of- 
fensive technological superiority and the buildup of 
special operations forces to liberate occupied territor- 
ies is a winning combination. 
George Woloshyn worked in the administration of 
U.S. President Ronald Reagan. He is a former naval 
intelligence commander and former director of U.S. 
National Security Preparedness and a former direc- 
tor of the U.S. Office of Personnel Security Investiga- 
tions. 


Military reform makes headway in Ukraine 


By Alexander J. Motyl 

(Ukraine’s Orange Blues)—When a close observer 
and frequent critic of Ukraine’s military establishment 
has something good to say about it, we may want to 
listen. 

Yuri Butusoy, military analyst and editor of the cen- 
sor.net website, describes a January 21 roundtable on 
defense reform he attended at the Ministry of Defense. 
He lists a number of firsts: 

- For the first time, a draft reform strategy was de- 
veloped on the basis of the new National Security 
Strategy and the new Military Doctrine. It’s impos- 
sible to begin structural reforms of the Ministry of De- 
fense and the Armed Forces without such a plan. 

+ For the first time, outside experts were invited to 
provide criticism, and not praise. 

- For the first time, discussion focused оп a finished 
document, and not a concept. 

- For the first time, “NATO standards” were defined 
as not something abstract, but as certain concrete obli- 
gations. 

In a word, Ukraine’s military establishment ap- 
peared to be serious and willing to listen. Moreover, 
the focus of the discussion — the Strategic Defense 
Bulletin — elicited, according to Butusov, а gener- 
ally positive response from the civilian participants. 


There was also substantive criticism, especially of 
the document’s suggestion that NATO standards be 
introduced only by 2018. Obviously, notes Butusoy, 
changing military hardware and training takes time. 
But “to change the administrative system, to replace 
our absolutely ineffective administrative formula 
with NATO’s decentralized system of decision-mak- 
ing and greater leadership responsibility does not re- 
quire many resources or time. We have the cadres. We 
know how to do it.” 

Вшибоу notes that the document’s main shortcom- 
ing is that it fails to specify military threats. Without 
that, it’s impossible to establish reform priorities and 
the depth of desired changes. “We don’t need stan- 
dards for the sake of standards,” says Вшизоу, “but 
results” in case of a “massive Russian aggression.” 
After all, “we need to know the war and scenarios for 
which we’re preparing.” 

Another military analyst, Dmytro Tymchuk, puts 
the matter this way: 

“The main goal of any reform of any armed forces 
is to create a structure able to oppose effectively the 
most likely military threat. For us that’s an open and 
massive aggression by the Russian Federation, re- 
gardless of how improbable it may be.” 

Cont. on P. 7 
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Ukraine has 


By Diane Francis, 
Financial Post, January 24, 2016 

Ironically, it was a breakfast panel hosted 
by a Ukrainian oligarch, Victor Pinchuk and 
his Pinchuk Foundation, that yielded the 
most candid and interesting remarks as to 
what to do about Ukraine’s struggle against 
Putin and internal corruption. 

“The reforms have been impressive.” said 
former European Union president Jose Man- 
ue] Barrossa at the Friday event. “But the 
most important problem is still corruption. 
Ukraine must outlaw conflicts of interest in 
politics (oligarch influences): do asset гесоу- 
ery; reform taxation and customs; reverse il- 
legal privatizations; and stop concealment of 
assets offshore. If not done, it will not suc- 
ceed.” 

Barrossa, who helped negotiate Ukraine’s 
entry into Europe, said another risk is that the 
“focus on Syria” has turned attention away 
from Russian aggression against Ukraine. 
(This week, U.S. Secretary of State John 
Kerry said sanctions against Russia could 
be partially lifted if implementation of the 
Minsk2 ceasefire terms occurred. This was 
worrisome, given that Russia has never kept 
its promises and flouted all Minsk2 terms 
since 2014, killing some 9,100 Ukrainians 
so far.) 

But the backdrop to all of this is that, if 
Ukraine collapses, millions will migrate to 
the European Union, more than has already 
occurred from Syria and Africa, as I wrote in 
September. 

“If Ukraine collapses, another migration of 
a few million people to the EU will occur,” 
said financier George Soros during the panel 
discussion. “The German finance minister 
proposed an EU-funded Marshall Plan to 
help with its migration issues. That should 
include funds to help pay for Ukraine’s im- 
portant role in defending Europe against Pu- 
tin.” 

Last week in Davos, German Finance 
Minister Wolfgang Schaeble made the sur- 
prise suggestion about a Marshall Plan. 

Soros said Ukraine deserves to get such 
aid, and that it also undermines Moscow’s 
regional ambitions. 

“IT propose a winning strategy for Ukraine: 
Besides imposing sanctions on Russia, a 
counterbalance of financial support for 
Ukraine should be made,” he said. "Запс- 
tions only reinforce Putin’s (false) narrative 
that sanctions are due to the hostility of the 
Western powers who are denying Russians 

their rightful places in the world. 

“(Why) he (Putin) is credible in Russia 
is there are only sanctions, and this is why 
large-scale financial support to Ukraine 
would undermine his narrative. Then the 
Russian people will see Russia’s going down 


made gains, 


and Ukraine’s rising,” Soros said. 

But Ukraine must deliver anti-corrup- 
tion measures first. The principal problem 
is judicial and legal reform. In a catch-22, 
Ukraine’s Rada, or parliament, has voted to 
replace the judiciary and prosecution, but 
has been denied the approval of the Supreme 
Court to amend the constitution. 

“I believe an elegant solution is to give the 
president additional powers to do this, but 
with a sunset clause ... just for two years,” 
Soros suggested on Friday. “In two years, 
the presidential powers would expire and a 
new constitution would be in place.” 

Soros’ suggestion is intriguing because, in 
two years, a complete housekeeping could 
be undertaken. But, short of that, the country 
cannot eradicate corruption. 

Outside the legal sector, the gains have 
been significant. Ukraine’s gas monopoly 
Naftohaz is no longer buying Russian gas 
(removing arbitrage and political games by 
Moscow) and has hiked gas prices to world 
levels (removing subsidy frauds by oli- 
garchs). 

Ukraine’s Finance Minister, Natalie Jar- 
esko, has restructured the country’s debts, 
gotten bailout funds from the IMF, replen- 
ished reserves, verified social payments, 
put all treasury payments online and imple- 
mented electronic VAT and excise tax sys- 
tems, saving $1 billion in fraud in 2015. 

But full tax reform is needed, Jaresko said, 
to capture revenue from the country’s under- 
ground economy, estimated to be equivalent 
to half of Ukraine’s official GDP. But this is 
difficult. 

Likewise, Economy and Trade Minister 
Aivaras Abromavicius implemented the 
Nafiohaz reforms, launched fully transparent 
procurement systems and is preparing to pri- 
vatize 1,824 state-owned enterprises. “But 
the main obstacle (to attracting investors) is 
the lack of the rule of law.” 

The public is not happy with the new gov- 
ernment and has staged two street revolu- 
tions in the last decade. As former boxing 


champion Vitaly Klitschko, now mayor of 


Kyiv, said to the assemblage, the problem 
is the corrupt judiciary and prosecution sys- 
tem. 

“The people are unhappy. Nobody goes to 
jail. They think it’s a big illusion,” Klitschko 
said Friday. 

“Ukraine is on the verge of victory, but 
its economy is dominated by oligarchs and 
a civil service that exploits the people,” said 
Soros. 

The world must not abandon Ukraine 
and must maintain its focus and pressure on 
measures to defeat Putin’s predation as well 
as the internal corruption that has crippled 
the country, Europe’s largest. So far, so good. 


Military reform makes headway in Ukraine 


Cont. from P. 6 

Instead of focusing on the main threat, 
however, “we are currently situationally re- 
forming the army in terms of the hybrid war 
with Russia” and the Anti-Terrorist Oper- 
ation against the separatists in the eastern 
Donbas. That’s too bad, because the needs 
of conducting hybrid war are different from 
those of conducting a massive land war. 

Rather more bullish on the prospects of 
reforming the Ukrainian defense establish- 
ment is Andrii Zahorodniuk, the head of 
the Ministry of Defense’s Reform Office. 
In addition to the Ministry’s own staff, an 
“enormous number of people are taking part 
in developing reform,” he says, and reforms 
are already taking place on several levels. 
Zahorodniuk has big hopes for 2016: 

“Our main task in the new year is to unite 
all the reform initiatives.... At present, we 
have about ten reform initiatives at the Min- 
istry of Defense and the General Staff, with 
no coordination among them.... The Stra- 


tegic Defense Bulletin is a kind of roadmap 
for defense reform.” 

Butusov might be less sanguine about the 
Bulletin’s serving as an effective road map, 
but he would agree with Zahorodniuk that 
the major obstacle to reform is the bloated. 


obstructionist bureaucracy. “90 percent of 


our work goes to fighting it,” says Zahorod- 
niuk. “Everyone whose signature is required 


can slow down or stop the process. One of 


our colleagues recently calculated that gath- 
ering the signatures for just one document 
required walking nine kilometers within the 
comidors of the Ministry.” 

All bureaucracies change slowly and un- 
willingly, as Zahorodiuk understands. “The 
things we'll be doing this year will affect 
many people.” he says hopefully. The good 
news is that he expects “a great deal of re- 
sistance.” This may mean that those nine 
kilometers could soon be reduced — but 
only if Ukraine’s Butusovs. Tymchuks. and 
Zahorodniuks keep pushing. 


Political repression and 
but the fight isn’t over yet Ukrainophobia in Putin’s Russia 


By Taras Kuzio 
In a replay of Stalinist repression of myth- 
ical Ukrainian underground nationalist or- 


ganisations, 21 Ukrainian cultural and polit- 


ical activists and servicemen have been sen- 


tenced in Russia and the Crimea. The major- 


ity of these are listed below, but some were 
tried in secret and their names are therefore 
unknown. There are also included courage- 
ous Russians Who have protested against 
Russian President Vladimir Putin’s aggres- 
sive policies towards Ukraine. 

There has been very little publicity about 
Russia’s return to Ukrainophobia by either 
the Ukrainian authorities or by the Ukrainian 
diaspora and neither has produced a full list 
of repressed Ukrainians or publicised their 
cases. We should be very thankful to Halya 
Coynash of the Kharkiv Human Rights Pro- 
tection Group who has undertaken the great- 
est research into political repression in the 
Crimea, separatist Donbas and Russia. 

Political repression of this nature was last 
seen under Little Russian, Soviet Ukrain- 
ian Communist Party leader Volodymyr 
Shcherbytskyy. He came to power in 1972 
on the back of a Moscow-driven pogrom of 
Ukrainian dissent and culture (the biggest 
wave of arrests since the Stalin era) and who 
remained in power until 1989. Putin’s Rus- 
sia is in thrall to the Brezhnev era when ге- 
Stalinisation took place and today there is a 
full-scale Stalin cult in Russia. 

1. The most well-known, Ukrainian air 
force pilot Nadya Savchenko, is on trial on 
trumped up charges after she was captured 
by separatists and illegal transferred to Rus- 
sia. 

2. Filmmaker Oleh Sentsov was sentenced 
to 20 years for ‘establishing a ‘terrorist 
cell.” Amnesty International described the 
trial as playing into Russia’s ‘propaganda 
war against Ukraine and was redolent of 
Stalinist-era show trials of dissidents.’ Civic 
activist Olekandr Kolchenko was sentenced 
alongside him. Gennadiy Afanasyey was 
sentenced to seven years imprisonment on 
trumped up charges after he refused to test- 
ify with false evidence against both of them. 
Also sentenced was Oleksiy Cherniy. 

3. UNA-UNSO (Ukrainian National As- 
sembly-Ukrainian People’s Self Defence) 
member Oleksandr Malofeyey was sen- 
tenced to 24 years in September 2015 for al- 
legedly fighting on the Chechen side against 
Russian forces in the 1990s. While in Russia 
it is a criminal charge to support separatists 
inside the country it is not criminally li- 
able for the Russian authorities to arm, train 
and finance separatists in a foreign country 
(Ukraine). 

4. Valentyn Vykhvsky was sentenced to 11 
years imprisonment for “espionage.” 

5. UNA-UNSO members Mykola Karpy- 
uk and Stanislav Klykh were charged with 
terrorism and murder by a trial in Chechnya. 

6. Halyna Denysova was charged in the 
Crimea with ‘calls for extremism.’ 

7. Oleksandr Kostenko was sentenced to 
4 years imprisonment in the Crimea for par- 
ticipating in the Euromaidan protests. 

8. Yury Ilchenko was arrested over blogs 
against annexation and is threatened with 
another Soviet-style criminal charge. Sevas- 
topo! marathon swimmer Oleh Sofyanik has 
decided to stay in mainland Ukraine after be- 
ing summoned for questioning about another 
Ukrainian. 

9. Serhity Litvinov was arrested, brutally 
beaten and tortured (including by being hung 
from a tree and gun shots fired near his ears) 
until he confessed to terrorism, murders and 
participating in ‘illegal warfare.” He had 
crossed into Russia from Luhansk in search 
of medical assistance for a toothache. 

10. Yuriy Yatsenko and Bohdan Yarychev- 
skyy were arrested in Russia after the former 
was found to have an address on Bandera 
Street in Lviv and photographs of him on 


~ the Euromaidan were found on his mobile 


phone. He refused to confess to terrorist 
charges, was brutally tortured and taken to 
a forest and with his hands tied behind his 
back hung from a tree and beaten. After 
these ordeals he was sentenced to one year 
for possession of explosives. He had been on 
a business trip to Russia. They were released 
and allowed to return to Ukraine. 

11. 73-year old Yuriy Soloshenko was sen- 
tenced to 6 years imprisonment for “espion- 
age’ which, as the Kharkiv Human Rights 
Protection Group point out, means at his age 
a de facto “death sentence.” 

12. Khayser Dzhemilyev, son of the Cri- 
mean Tatar former dissident and leader, 
Mustafa Dhemilyey, is detained in Russia 
where the authorities refuse to extradite him 
to Ukraine. 

13. Crimean Tatar leader Akhtem Chiy- 
goz, and Tatar activists Ali Asanov and Mus- 
tafa Degermendzhyy were put on trial in the 
Crimea. 

14. Nuri Ргітоу, Ferat Saifullayeyv, Rust- 
em Vaitoy and Ruslan Zeitullayev were 
charged with organising and participating in 
the activities of Hizb ut-Takhri. 

15. 5 Sevastopol ‘ultra’s’ (football fans) 
were sentenced to 15 years each for patriotic 
activities during the Euromaidan and against 
Russia’s annexation of the Crimea. They had 
all managed to leave the Crimea in time and 
the sentences were passed in absentia. Their 
names are unknown. Football ‘ultra’s were 
active participants in the Euromaidan which 
led to their persecution in the Donbas and 
Crimea. 

16. An alleged member of the Azov bat- 
talion was arrested in the Crimea in spring 
2015 and his trial has been held in secret and 
his name is therefore unknown. 

Russian citizens opposed to Putin’s ag- 
gression in Ukraine have also suffered from 
political repression: 

І. Poet and teacher Aleksandr Byyshev 
was sentenced for ‘inciting enmity.’ He had 
opposed Russia’s annexation of the Crimea 
through a poem entitled "То Ukrainian Patri- 
ots.’ 

2. Vladimir Podrezoy was sentenced to 
2 year’s imprisonment for painting the star 
on the spire of the Moscow skyseraper in 
Ukrainian national colours. 

3. The spread of Ukrainophobia into Rus- 
sia’s Far East, thousands of miles from the 
Donbas, was evident in the repression faced 
by Natalya Romanenko, head of a Ukrain- 
ian choir in Khabarovsk who after returning 
from Ukraine was accused of ‘nationalism’ 
and doused in green paint as a ‘Banderite.’ 

4. Chairman of the Tatar Public Centre 
NGO Rafis Kashapoy was sentenced to 3 
years imprisonment for spreading ethnic en- 
mity and ‘separatism.’ He had uploaded to 
web sites articles critical of Russia’s imper- 
ialism in the Crimea and Donbas. 

5. Yekaterina Vologzheninova was in- 
cluded in the official list of ‘terrorists’ and 
charged with ‘inciting hatred’ against "тії- 
itiamen-volunteers from Russia’ who are 
fighting alongside separatists and ‘against 
the authorities in modern day Russia.’ She 
had circulated posts on the Donbas conflict 
through social media. Her laptop, tablet, 
digital camera and CD’s were confiscated. 

6. Vladimir Kolesnikoy was expelled 
from school after he campaigned against 
Russian imperialism in the Crimea and 
Donbas. School officials and students were 
angered by his tee-shirt “Return Crimea!’ 
and his grandfather, a former KGB officer, 
told him “You are my enemy. You betrayed 
your country...you don’t understand that the 
United States used them (Ukrainians) as can- 
non fodder to bring down Putin.’ 

7. Viktor Shur, a Russian national but liv- 
ing permanently in Ukraine, was abducted to 
Russia where he was sentenced to 12 years 
for espionage. 


Нині знов чарівна і таємна 
Вкриває землю тиха ніч — 
Різдвяна ніч — свята — неземна 
З колядкою і блеском свіч. 


Традиційно наприкінці січня 

жителі міста Едмонтон провінції 
Альберта мали змогу насолоди- 
тися концертом коляди в україн- 
ській католицькій Катедрі свято- 
го Йосафата. Святковий концерт 
коляди був організований Укра- 
їнським Музичним Товариством 
Альберти, а його господарем 
цього року стала Українська Ка- 
толицька Єпархія міста Едмон- 
тон. Свій 37-й концерт коляди 
Українське Музичне Товариство 
присвятило  125-річчю з часу 
прибуття перших переселенців з 
України до Канади. Саме завдя- 
чуючи тим першопроходьцям, 
які подолали тисячі кілометрів 
та пройшли безліч випробувань 
на новій землі, українські тради- 
ції міцно вкоренилися в культу- 
ру Канади та, зокрема, провінції 
Альберта. 
Концерт розпочався із спільного 
виконання коляди "Бог Предві- 
чний", яка є однією з найвідо- 
міших коляд у Західній Україні 
та зазвичай виконується першою 
за святвечірнім столом. По за- 
вершенню коляди, голова Укра- 
їнського Музичного Товариства 
Альберти - Люба Бойко-Белл - 
виступила зі вступним словом. 
Привітавши присутніх гостей та 
виступаючих, пані Люба відзна- 
чила, що всі кошти зібрані в цей 
день будуть передані у фонд про- 
екту "Міст Надії", метою якого є 
надання помочі сиротам і потре- 
буючим дітям на Україні. 

Різдвяний | концерт коляди 
продовжив хор української ка- 
толицької катедри св. Йосафата, 
диригент д-р Меланія Туржон, 
виконавши коляди "Три славнії 
царі?" (гармонізація гурту "Джер- 
шень"), "Новая радість"? (муз. В. 
Shae та "Спас наш народив- 

. Виконані коляди є тради- 
ційними обрядовими співами у 
більшості областей України. Од- 
нак ритміка їх виконання дещо 
відрізняється в залежності від 
регіону. Так, в степовій Украї- 
ні різдвяні коляди мають більш 
розлогі та легкі ритми, в той час 


як у Карпатах вони мають «коло- 
мийковий» характер. 

Ведуча концерту - Ліля Суха 
(текст Галина Котович) - роз- 
почала свою промову віршем 
"Українське Різдво" написаний 
ще у 1963 році. Не випадково 
був обраний цей вірш, оскільки 
він був складений отцем Севас- 
тіяном Саболою (більш відомим 
під псевдонімом Зореслав), який 
тікаючи від репресій радянської 
влади був змушений у 50-х роках 
переселитися до США. Будучи 
виходцем з Карпатської України 
Зореслав дуже сумував за своєю 
домівкою та рідним краєм і чи- 
мало його творів передають тугу 
за Україною. 

Різдвяна сцена за сценарієм 
отця Петра Бабея, за виконання 
дитячого хору "Ангелики" та 
молодіжної капели "Барвінок", 
диригент Соломія-Марія Бабяк, 
перенесла присутніх до подій 
описаних в Євангелії від Луки 
2:1 - 21. Саме в цій книзі Гос- 
подній описується народження 
сина-первістка | Діви-Марії ta 
оповіщення Ангелами Господ- 
німи пастухів про народження 
Рятівника, котрий є Христос Гос- 
подь. Основною ознакою ново- 
народженого Ангели вказали на 
те, що немовлятко буде сповите 
у яслах лежати. З цього й почали 
свою дорогу на Вифлеєм пасту- 
хи віддаючи честь та хвалу Гос- 
поду Богу. 

Наступним | виступив хор 
"Верховина" при Спілці україн- 
ської молоді, диригентом якого 
є Орест Солтикевич. Хор вико- 
нав дві відомі коляди "А вчора 
звечора? (муз. Ю. Анткова) та 
"Ангел Божий із небес? (муз. М. 
Марченка). Прочитанні різдвяні 
вірші нагадали присутнім, що 
різдвяна поезія в Україні така 
давня, як 1 наша християнська 
віра. Сюжет цих віршів в укра- 
їнській мові мають український 
зміст і зачіпають найдальші 
струни української душі. Багато 
різдвяних віршів було написа- 
ні в пост-воєнний період 20-го 
сторіччя поетами з України та 
діаспори. Один з цих віршів поя- 
вився перший раз у 1951-му році 
в газеті "Українські вісті". 

Дитячий хор української пра- 


Shevchenko 
Foundation 


The Ukrainian Canadian Foundation of Taras Shevchenko 
Call for Nominations to Board of Directors 


The Ukrainian Canadian Foundation of Taras Shevchenko (Shevchenko Foundation) announces 
a call for the nomination of individuals to serve as Directors of the Foundation. 


Directors act in a position of trust for the community, are responsible for the effective 
governance of the organization, demonstrate leadership skills, and are committed to the 
development of the Ukrainian community and Ukrainian cultural heritage in Canada. Asa 

volunteer Director, you help shape the policies of the Shevchenko Foundation, ensuring that it 

operates in a legal and ethical manner and within required bylaws. 


if you are interested in being considered for appointment to the Board of Directors, please 
complete the Nomination Application (PDF) found on our website 
www.shevchenkofoundation.com and submit by March 4, 2016 to: Nominating Committee 
Chair, UCFTS, 202 - 952 Main Street, Winnipeg, МВ R2W 3P4, or email 


lesia@shevchenkofoundation.ca 
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Різдвяний концерт коляди організований УМТА 


ФОТО -- МАРКО ЛЕВИЦЬКИЙ 
Дитячий хор української православної катедри святого Івана Хрестителя 


вославної катедри святого Івана 
Хрестителя під керівництвом 
Ірини Криницької виконав коля- 
ди "Прилетіли ангелята" (народ- 
на коляда) та "Дивная новина" 
(обр. М. Дацка). 

Автентична гуцульська коляда 
"В неділю рано? (обр. Б. Дерова) 
та коляда "Ой во граді Вифлеє- 
мі" (муз. В. Грицишина) були ви- 
конана гуртом Аксіос, диригент 
Борис Деров. Гуцульська коля- 
да вирізняється своїм змістом, 
оскільки до біблійного сюжету 
додаються також історичні мо- 
менти (наприклад, подвиги До- 
вбуша) та оспівуються мрії про 
незалежність України. 

Український народ відданий 
своїм традиціям навіть перебу- 
ваючи на чужині. Про це при- 
сутнім нагадала Дарія Антошко 


прочитавши уривок з книжки 
відомого члена української гро- 
мади доктора О. Талпаша, який 
присутнім 
про святкування різдвяних свят 
першими піонерами- 


коротко | розповів 


в Канаді 
переселенцями з України, 


Різдво - це родинне свято, на 
якому радіють за тих, хто зміг 
приєднатися до святкової вечері 
i тих, хто назавжди залишив цей 
світ. Українці непереборно вірять 
в те, що Бог з нами і, що правда 
візьме верх над всім злом світу 
цього. Певним чином про це слу- 
хачам нагадав хор парафії свято- 
го Василія Великого, диригент 
Лісова-Андерсон, 
"З ночі 
Гайворон- 
(муз. 
О. Кошиця; обр. В. Файнера) та 


Єлисавета 
виконавши три коляди: 
опівночі? (муз. М. 
ського), "Ангели в небі" 


“bor ся раждає" (обр. о. O. Ни- 


жанківського). 
Коляди “3 нами Бог" (муз. 
Дехтярова), "Ой не спіть" (обр. 


О. Кошиця) та "Ангел Божий 13 
небес" (обр. М. Максимова) ви- 
конав збірний український пра- 
вославний хор (Катедра святого 
Івана, Собор святого Андрея, 
Парафія святого Антонія) під ке- 
рівництвом Лесі Чумер. 

Однак слід пам'ятати, що різд- 
вяні свята також включають свя- 
то Водохреща та Старого нового 
року. Тому виконані українським 
чоловічим хором за диригування 
Ореста Солтикевича твори "На 
йорданській річці" (муз. К. Сте- 
ценка) та "Щедрик" (муз. М. Ле- 
онтовича; обр. П. Вільговського) 
доповнили святковий дух різдвя- 
ного концерту. В той час ведуча 
нагадала присутнім про трагічні 
події, що наразі відбуваються в 
Україні. Тому релігійні різдвяні 
мотиви сьогодення поєднують- 
ся з молитвами людей за кра- 
шу долю для України та мир по 
всьому світу. 

Надалі хор Дніпро, диригент 
Ірина Шмігельська, виконав "На 


святий вечір" (обр. М. Гайво- 


ронського), "На Дунаєчку? (обр. 
Р. Симовича) та "Радість ся яв- 
ляє? (лемківська коляда; обр. Б. 
Фільц). 

На завершення вокальна фор- 
мація "Аколада"? з диригентом 
Галиною Лазурко виконала тво- 
ри "У неділю рано? (обр. М. Ко- 
лесси) та "Народився bor” (сл. 
Б-І. Антонича; муз. В. Жданкіна; 
обр. В. Чучмана). Українська ко- 
ляда дуже різноманітна і непо- 
вторна. Різні регіони України ма- 
ють свої особливості святкуван- 
ня Різдва, Звісно, що найбільш 
колоритне Різдво на Закарпатті, 
саме тому чимало коляд беруть 
своє походження звідти. 

За виконанням коляд завжди 
слідував обряд віншування - по- 
етичного вітання з наступаючим 
роком. Також до привітання до- 
давалися побажання міцного 
здоров'я, достатку в домі та щас- 
тя в прийдешньому році. Хор па- 
рафії святого Юрія Переможця, 
диригент Ірина Тарнавська, ви- 
конав коляду "Новорічну" (сл. 
М. Міщенка; муз. I. Білозора; 
обр. М. Шведа) з дискантом від 
Наталі Онищук та віншуваннями 
від Андрія Шиманівки. 

Завершився концерт коляд 
спільним виконанням всім відо- 
мої авторської коляди «Во Ви- 
флеємі», За успішність концерту 
та неперевершену його організа- 
цію слід подякувати пані Любі 
Бойко-Белл, яка є головою Укра- 
їнського Музичного Товариста 
Альберти. Також варто згадати 
всіх хто допоміг цій події від- 
бутися: учасникам концерту, ве- 
дучій програми Лілі Сухій, Га- 
лині Котович за підготовлений 
текст та українській Католицькій 
Єпархії Едмонтону за прийнят- 

тя. Завдяки спільним зусиллям 
при дверях було зібрано 3,025 
канадських доларів у фонд про- 
екту "Міст Надії". 
ХРИСТОС НАРОДИВСЯ! 
СЛАВІМО ЙОГО! 

Богдана Степаненко-Липовик 


By Olena Wawryshyn 

January 24, the Canadian Ban- 
durist Capella, the all-male ensem- 
ble consisting of choristers and ban- 
dura players, presented a concert of 
Ukrainian koliady and schedrivky 
(carols & epiphany songs) that was 
outstanding in many respects. Two 
women’s choirs, Dibrova and Le- 
vada, joined the Capella as special 
guests, and, though the event took 
place two weeks after Christmas 
according to the Julian calendar 
or a full month after the Gregor- 
ian, the holiday spirit was palpable 
at the full-to-capacity St. Pius X 
Church in Toronto. 

The collaboration between the 
ensembles, each with a distinct- 
ive sound and repertoire, and their 
conductors no doubt contributed to 
the positive energy. The result was 
a superb event, both musically and 
organizationally. 

From start to finish, the program 
was very well thought through. 
There was a mix of traditional car- 
ols, interpretations by renowned 
Ukrainian composers and interest- 
ing new arrangements. Each number 
Was interspersed with vinchuvan- 
nya, traditional Christmas and New 
Year’s messages, that reflected the 
subsequent songs thematically. 

After ап introductory address 
by the programme’s narrator [hor 
Myslyvehuk, the Capella, under art- 
istic director Andriy Dmytrovych, 
opened the program with four num- 
bers, beginning with the joyous 
Добгу) Vechir (Good Evening to 
You), which most commonly greets 
home-owners when they first open 
their door to carolers, arranged by 
Hryhory Kytasty. It was followed 
by a Kytasty arrangement of Nova 
Radist Stala (A New Joy Has An- 
son), and then two of Dmytrovych’s, 
The Angels Exclaimed, based on a 
carol by composer Kyrylo Stetsen- 
ko, and Our Saviour is Born, with 

Alexandr Levkovitch playing on the 
glockenspiel. The bell-like sound 
of this instrument added a joyous 
magical mood to the words of the 
choristers singing the carol her- 
alding the birth of Christ. 

Next, Dibrova, the choir of the 
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Diora 


Canadian Bandurist Capella with guest choirs Levada and Dibrova 


Canadian Bandurist concert touches hearts and ears 


Ukrainian Youth Association, under 
artistic director Olesya Konyk, took 
to the stage. Garbed in luminous 
white gowns edged with red and 
black embroidery, they performed, 
a capella, three carols with interest- 
ing arrangements. Wondrous News 
by O. Koshets, started their set. It 
was followed by Christ is Born by 
У, Barvinsky and Oh Beautiful Girl 
by O. Yakovchuk. Their mellifluous 
harmonies spurred the audience to 
rapturous applause. 

The Capella’s troupe of bandur- 
isty then performed an instrumen- 
tal-only piece, Kytasty’s Christmas 
Motifs. The medley of tunes cul- 
minated in the beloved, by Ukrain- 
іап5 and non-Ukrainians alike, 
Schedryk composed by Mykola 
Leontovych. 

Levada, under conductor Zhanna 
Zinchenko performed the next 
three programme items. Dressed in 
dramatic black gowns with orange 
embroidery, Levada differentiated 
themselves by presenting musical 
selections that were all by contem- 
porary Ukrainian composers. The 
first, Koliadka, by T. Vlasenko, 
Was mainly sung a capella punctu- 
ated by the pleasant sound of bells. 
Blessed Virgin arranged by A. 
Aleksieyev featured the choir sing- 
ing with soloist Olenka Balonna. 
In the final number, arranged by H. 
Havrylets, the male voice of soloist 
K Sheveli son of the well-known 
tenor Victor Sheveli, provided a 
nice counterpoint to the women’s 
choir. All of Levada’s numbers 
were also very well received. 

The audience was in high spirits 
by the time the entire Capella, chor- 
isters and banduristy, filed back 
onto the stage. It can be argued 
that the best of their many excel- 
lent numbers were saved for this 
set. Their rendition of Sleep Jesus 
Sleep electrified the church. This 
plece’s tender words have been set 
to a sophisticated musical arrange- 
ment by Dmytrovych, in which the 
choir accompanied talented soloist 
mezzo-soprano Viera Zmiyiwsky. 
Another classic Old Year is Pass- 
ing, reworked for the Capella | 
Dmytrovych, was musically 


interesting because of its use of po- 
lyphony in which two or more lines 
of independent melody take place 
simultaneously. It ended the set on 
a very powerful note. 

Before the concert finale in which 
all three ensembles performed joint- 
ly, Walter Chewchuk, a chorister 
with the Capella and president of its 
board thanked the audience. He also 
expressed hearty gratitude to the 
members of the other choirs, their 
administrators and musical directors 
for their participation and cooper- 
ation in bringing the concert to frui- 
tion. Chewchuk noted that all three 
choirs were celebrating a milestone 
anniversary year in 2016: Dibrova 
its 50th, Levada its 30th and the 
Canadian Bandurist Capella its 15th. 

The next music number surprised 
the audience. The melody was very 
familiar, that of O Come, All Ye 
Faithful, but the words were sung in 
Ukrainian. Be Healthy, arranged by 
Oleh Mahlay and Dmytrovych, was 
a good choice for the penultimate 
number; it is often sung by departing 
carolers and features the words “we 
shall return to this home.” Fittingly, 
the concert ended on what is argu- 
ably the most popular Ukrainian 
carol, Boh Predvichnyj or God Eter- 
nal is Born. It was sung in unison 
by the ensembles and the audience, 
who were by that time on their feet, 
as much to pay respect to the carol 
that is akin to a religious hymn as to 
show their appreciation to the per- 
formers. 

The entire concert featuring car- 
ols, which announce and rejoice 
about the birth of Christ, had a 
prayerful aspect. It seemed as if the 
Saviour’s message of the import- 
ance of love, peace and goodwill 
had infused the very event itself. 

Each of the conductors said 
afterwards that they indeed felt 


that there is a significant spiritual 

element present at a carol concert. 
р 

“We sing to glorify God,” said 


very beneficial for the ensembles 
and audiences and ultimately con- 
tribute to the community’s unity. 

Audience-goers long mingled 
and chatted about the super concert 
they had just enjoyed before they 
filed out of the church. There was 
no doubt that the spirit of Christ- 
mas, though the holiday was weeks 
past had, that afternoon, touched 
their ears and hearts. 

Celebrating its 15th anniversary 
in 2016, the Canadian Bandurist 
Capella is a male bandurist chorus 
that combines choral singing with 


hate 
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the orchestral accompaniment of 
the multi-stringed Ukrainian ban- 
dura. Its goal is to promote Ukrain- 
ian music and serve as ambassadors 
of the Ukrainian Kobzar musical 
tradition, which dates back centur- 
ies to the Kozak times in Ukraine. 

Upcoming 2016 concerts include 
the Yurij Petlura Memorial Concert 
on April 23 at the Lincoln Alexan- 
der Centre — Theatre, in Hamilton, 
and the 15th Anniversary Concert 
on October 22 in Trinity-St. Paul’s 
United Church - Jeanne Lamon 
Hall, in Toronto. 
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Or for something different... 


Alberta’s finest beef with a spectacular 


Executive Chef 
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feast of salads, entrées & desserts 
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Дагмара Турчин-Дувірак, 


пресовий референт НТШ 
5 грудня 2015 | року в 
Інституті св.Володимира, що 


на вул. Спадайна в Торонто, 
відбулася традиційна щорічна 
конференція "Члени НТШ в 
науці". Конференція мала дві 
сесії: перша була присвячена 
150-літтю народження митро- 
полита Андрея Шептицького, 
а друга, загальна, представила 
праці науковців у різних галузях. 
Усього на конференції виступи- 
ло сім доповідачів. Головував на 
першій сесії магістр Евген Лад- 
на, на другій - доктор Дагмара 
Турчин-Дувірак. 

Розпочав першу сесію док- 
тор теології о.Петро Галадза 
з доповіддю "Шептицький i 
контроверсійні моменти його 
життя". О.Галадза поставив своїм 
завданням розглянути нелегкі 
питання колаборації митрополи- 
та Андрея з гітлерівським і боль- 
шевицьким режимами в роки 
Другої світової війни. Щодо 
першої, йдеться передовсім про 
листа до Адольфа Гітлера від 14 
лютого 1942 року, підписаного 
Шептицьким разом з Андрієм 
Мельником та їн. Цей лист- 
меморандум прохання до 
німецької влади краще ставитися 
до українців - супроводжується 
запевненнями | у | найтіснішій 
співпраці з Німеччиною. На 
підставі пізніших документів 
о.Таладза доводить, що листа 
митрополит Андрей не писав, а 
готового листа приніс йому на 
підпис Мельник. Не писав він 
й інших документів, як, напри- 
клад, "Слово митрополита до 
духовенства" від 5 липня 1941 
року - це та інші послання були 
просто сфабриковані нацистами 
та їхніми дійсними колаборан- 
тами. Щодо  "прорадянського 
пристосуванства" | митрополи- 
та Андрея в короткий період 
між радянським "визволенням" 
Львова влітку 1944 року i смер- 
тю Шептицького кілька місяців 
пізніше, то на його прихильніше 
ставлення до кремлівської влади 
могла вплинути зміна (очевидно 
тимчасова) Сталіном релігійної 
політики з метою привернути 
до себе місцеве населення. Якби 


митрополит Шептицький про- 
жив трохи довше, то, вважає 
о.Галадза, він напевно змінив би 
свою думку щодо большевицької 
окупації, так само, як змінив свої 
погляди 1 стосовно гітлерівської 
окупації. 

У доповіді "Перші релігійні 
книжки в Західній Україні та їх 
велике значення для українського 
народу" магістр Любов Василів- 
Базюк прослідкувала розвиток 
писемності в Україні через по- 
ширення церковних книг. Роз- 
повсюдження християнства 
супроводжувалося написанням 
церковних книг, яким займалися 
ченці в монастирях, а з появою 
писаного слова з'являлися 1 
перші бібліотеки при монасти- 
pax ,і перші школи при церк- 
вах. Про високий рівень освіти 
в Україні свідчать і її освічені 
князі-правителі. Серед них — 
Ярослав Осмомисл та Володи- 
мир Василькович; останній сам 
переписував книги і передав їх 
монастирям. Внаслідок воєн, во- 
рожих навал, нищівних пожеж 
згоріли тисячі безцінних книг. І 
все ж такі перлини, як Пересоп- 
ницьке та Волинське Євангелія, 
що збереглися до нашого часу, 
засвідчують високу культуру 
українського народу та його над- 
звичайно шанобливе ставлення 


до святого письма і писаного 
слова. 

Завершила | першу сесію 
доповідь магістра Христі 
Стоділки-Цурковської "Митро- 
полит Шептицький - меценат 
української культури". Справді, 


цілковито справедливим є твер- 
дження І.Свенціцького про те, 
що за останні 300 років (мабуть, 
від часів Івана Мазепи) жодна 
особа не зробила так багато для 
української культури як митро- 
полит Андрей Шептицький. 
Людина високої культури, він 
розумівся на мистецтві та безпо- 
милково пізнавав таланти. Шеп- 
тицький одним з перших оцінив 
красу 1 / мистецьку вартість 
української стародавньої ікони. 
Він зібрав чудову колекцію ікон, 
а потім передав її народу, ство- 
ривши Національний музей у 
Львові. За шедевр українського 
барокового мистецтва Богород- 
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ФОТО -- БОГДАН КОЛОС 
Учасники та організатори конференції. Зліва направо сидять: Христя Стоділка-Цурковська, Любов 
Василів-Базюк, Дарія Даревич, Дагмара Турчин-Дувірак; стоять: Христя Колос, Петро Галадза, Ipuna 
Микитюк, Богдан Небесьо, Олена Сіваченко, Мирослав Іваник, Марина Кравець, Ігор Томків, Е.Ладна. 


чанський іконостас пензля Йова 
Кондзелевича митрополит за- 
платив польській владі 24 тисячі 
злотих. Завдяки фінансовій 
підтримці | митрополита | Ан- 
дрея у кращих европейських 
малярських школах вивчилася, 
а потім повернулася в Україну 
творити національне мистецт- 
во, ціла генерація талановитих 
художників. Серед них - Сосен- 
ко, Бойчук, Курилас, Бутович, 
Буцманюк, Андрусів та багато 
інших. Саме митрополит Андрей 
сприяв переїзду з Кракова до 
Львова Олекси Новаківського. 
Для його майстерні та мистецької 
школи митрополит придбав бу- 
динок поблизу собору св.Юра. 
З цієї школи вийшло нове 
покоління українських мистців 

Сєльський, Мороз, Лясовсь- 
кий, Гординський, Козак. Вони 
розвивали українське малярство 
як в Україні, так і далеко поза її 
межами. 

Другу, загальну, сесію роз- 
почав mip. Мирослав Іваник 
доповіддю про досвід роботи 
з документами Другої світової 
війни в архівах України, Польщі 
та Канади. Займаючись пробле- 
мою переселення українського 
населення в Генеральній губернії 


Терещенко виступає в УКУ 


(Прес-служба Львівської біз- 
нес-школи | УКУ)--« Ефективне 
управління, впровадження  ре- 
форм, електронне урядування, 
комунікація, | якісний | сервіс, 
усунення бюрократії і корупції - це 
рецепт успіху не лише для Глухова, 
а й для усієї України», - нащадок 
відомого аристократичного роду 
Терещенків, новообраний / мер 
Глухова Мішель Терещенковірить, 
що на прикладі відродження свого 
міста зможе надихнути й інших 
українців до дій. 27 січня він 
провів у Львівській бізнес-школі 
УКУ відкриту лекцію, яка зібрала 
150 учасників. 

За словами Терещенка, 
українці володіють фантастич- 
ною енергією, але люди затиснуті 
і налякані: «Цю енергію вповні 
ми могли побачити на Майдані. 
В Україні є сильне громадянсь- 
ке суспільство, люди активні, 
підприємливі, Але як ці навички 
реалізувати? На мою думку, слід 
просто дати людям свободу дій», 
- зазначив він. 

Терещенко хоче на прикладі 
Глухова показати іншим містам, 


Терещенко провадить лекцію 


містечкам та усій Україні, що успіх 
- це реальність. «Глухів доволі 
символічне місто: у нас депресивна 
ситуація, мешканці не мають робо- 
ти і гідної зарплатні, захлинаються 
у корупції та бюрократії, містечко 
розташоване за 10 км від кордону з 
Росією. Це кейс, і якщо ми зробимо 
реформи у Глухові, тоді зможуть 
усі! Але все залежить від людей 
- чи зможуть вони разом змінити 


місто, зробити його привабливим 
для інвесторів і для туристів». 

Нащадок аристократичного 
роду Терещенків переконаний 
- якби історія не була такою 
трагічною останні 100 років, 
Україна могла би бути однією з 
найсильніших країн у Європі. 
«Перед 1917 роком Україна була 
найбільш населеною у Європі, 
найдинамічніше розвивала- 
ся i чи не найуспішніша 
у аграрній сфері. Ми 
освічених, працьовитих людей, 
землю 1 відкриті ринки. Все, 
що потрібно - почати робити 
речі правильно. Я не спеціаліст 
з реформ, але знаю: якщо ми 
вивільнимо енергію людей - ми 
зможемо їх провести, бо рефор- 
ми - це не моє персональне ба- 
жання, це має бути робота ко- 
манди і кожного зокрема». 

Терешенко також додав, що 
вважає, теперішній час - найкра- 
шим для інвестицій в Україну: 
«Це час історичного шансу для 
України, навіть для маленьких 
міст, які перебувають на фронті. 
Ми це відчуваємо». 


була 
маємо 


під час війни, він виявив над- 
звичайно цінні документи, яки- 
ми перед ним 70 років жоден 
з професійних істориків не ко- 


ристувався. На жаль, вважає 
доповідач, серед  " фахівців 
переважають т.зв. "начитані" 


історики, а не архівісти, що, 
замість вивчати  першоджере- 
ла, переписують один в одного 
неперевірені відомості, і, таким 
чином, створюють "мандрівні 
мотиви?, які насправді не мають 
під собою фактуальної основи . 
Як приклад такого мотиву, мгр. 
Тваник навів акцію виселення 
німцями поляків з повіту Замо- 
стя під час війни. За польською 
історіографією, було виселено 
110 тисяч поляків, а українське 
населення нечіпали. Більше того, 
польські історики стверджують, 
що в акції поряд з німцями бра- 
ло участь багато українських 
поліцаїв. Як показують архівні 
документи -списки населення 
сіл повіту -, насправді українців 
виселяли так само, як і поляків, 
а відсоток українських поліцаїв, 
що підтримали акцію, був 
мізерним. Так, наприклад, з села 
Чесники виселили 1000 поляків і 
787 українців. З тих 81 поліцаїв, 
що займалися виселенням, лише 
чотири були українцями. Mrp. 
Іваник закликав до серйозного 
архівного дослідження історії. 
Лише в такий спосіб можна буде 
подолати ті негативні стереоти- 
пи щодо українців, які все ще 
живуть у працях багатьох авто- 
ритетних істориків. 

В доповіді кандида- 
та педагогічних наук Олени 
Сіваченко були представлені ре- 
зультати дослідження мотивації 
студентів Альбертського 
університету, що беруть курси з 
україністики. У дослідженні взя- 
ли участь 60 студентів, які були 
поділені на 4 групи. До першої 
входили ті, що вивчали кур- 
си української мови, до другої 
- ті, що вивчали філологічні 
дисципліни, до третьої - 
денти, що брали курси 3 
української мови раніше, але не 
продовжили вивчення мови, до 
четвертої - ті, що цікавляться 
життям української громади, 
але українських курсів не бе- 
руть. Аналіз опитувань виявив, 
що серед опитаних переважає 
інтегративна мотивація ба- 
жання вивчати українську мову 
i культуру з метою збережен- 
ня культурної спадщини Ta 
інтегрування в українську гро- 
many. Цікаво, що найвищий 
рівень незадоволення як на- 
вчальним процесом, так і влас- 


сту- 


ними о досягненнями показали 
студенти першої групи - саме ті, 
що вивчають українську мову. 
Серед критичних зауважень 
- і брак розмовної практики, 
і невідповідність програмних 
матеріалів інтересам студентів, 
i недиференційованість 
оцінювання викладачами, 
які He | враховують різний 
рівень | підготовки студентів. 
Дослідження варто б продовжи- 
ти і на базі інших університетів 
Канади; осмислення їх 
результатів сприяло б вдоскона- 
ленню методів навчання на кур- 
сах з україністики. 
Сходознавець | мгр. | Мари- 
на Кравець присвятила свою 
розвідку загадковому музично- 
му інструментові, що згадується 
в давньоруських літописах як 
"замарні?, "замарна?, чи "замри" 
(Грушевський, зокрема, пише 
про "замарния писки" в першо- 
му томі "Історії України-Руси"). 
Вона припускає, що йдеться про 
вузький духовий інструмент з 
подвійною тростиною арабсько- 
го походження під назвою зум- 
мара або зурна, який якимсь чи- 
ном потрапив до Києва. 
Остання доповідь, виголоше- 
на кінознавцем д-ром Богданом 
Небесьо, була присвячена нині 
забутій постаті українського тео- 
ретика кіно 1920-х років Леоніда 
Скрипника, Інженер за освітою, 
Л.Скрипник в 1926 році - період 
бурхливого розвитку української 
культури в молодій Радянській 
Україні, -Ї02| залишив 
професію інженера 1 розпочав 
свою діяльність в галузі культу- 
ри. За неймовірно короткий час 
(він помер від туберкульозу в 
1929 році) він зробив дивовижно 
багато як письменник-прозаїк, 
публіцист, перекладач і теоретик 
кіномистецтва. Незвичайним є 
його роман "Їнтелігент" 1927- 
28 років, який  інспірований 
кінематографом за змістом і фор- 
мою, ів якому процес читання 
імітує процес перегляду німого 
фільму. Особливе значення має 
i праця Скрипника "Нариси з 
теорії мистецтва кіно" 1928 року, 
адже до нього в світі існували 
лише чотири кінознавчі праш! У 
своїй книзі Л.Скрипник аналізує 
специфіку кіно, Його елементи 
та функції, а також пропонує 
оригінальну концепцію 
ритмічної структури фільму, яка 
і сьогодні заслуговує на увагу 
теоретиків кіномистецтва. 
Конференція викликала велике 
зацікавлення серед слухачів i по- 
казала, що такі конференції слід 
продовжувати 1 в майбутньому. 
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Volunteers participate in “Patriot Defence” training 


Even one life saved... 
can save the world! 


(Patriot Defence)—In the 
smoky corridors of a hospital, one 
bears witness to screaming, pools 
of blood, litter and debris. The 
wounded lie in makeshift wards or 
just plainly on the floor, Helping 
them are two teams of doctors. 
On this occasion, those injured by 
the explosions were being tended 
to by doctors undergoing training 
from the National Guard and 
the Ministry of the Interior. This 
is a simulated exercise and this 
time, not all lives could be saved. 
However all students received 
training in skills which will help 
them save someone’s life in the 
future. 

“Every year in Ukraine more 
than 5,000 people die on our streets 
and roads due to motor vehicle 
caused explains Ше 
Director of the non-governmental 
organisation “Patriot Defence”, Dr 
Ulana Suprun. One-third of these 
can be saved, if we had training 
courses and if we knew how to 
provide proper assistance at both 
the pre-hospital and at the hospital 
Stages”. 

It was specifically with this in 
mind, that in the autumn of 2015, 
“Patriot Defence” commenced a 
training course “Ukrainian Trauma 
Life Support”. Training has so far 
been undertaken by Doctors from 
Ukraine's From 

16 — 21 January 2016, Doctors and 
medical staff from the National 
Guard and the Ministry of the 
Interior, undertook such a course 
based on world standards. 


accidents, 


Armed Services. 


“Our graduates worked from 
3.00 in the morning untul 6.00PM, 
explained “Patriot Defences” 
Medical Director, Dr Oleksandr 
Linchevskyy. At times they barely 
made it from the lecture theatre to 
the simulation area. Each instructor 
worked with four trainees for a 
more effective “hands-on” training 
experience. the lecture 
system where participants sit and 
listen to a lecture does not provide 
an adequate solution їп these 
circumstances. If you want to learn 


Using 


how to tie shoelaces, you actually 
need to practise tying them”. 

Following five days of intensive 
training and after successfully 
completing a written exam, the 
trainees practised on mannequins 
and were given various scenarios. 
However, in a final situation, the 
reality of working with real people 
awaits them. The purpose of such 
stringent testing — to maximise 
a realistic approach which will 
reduce the possibility of making 
mistakes in a real situation. 

The role played by the volunteers 
engaged by “Patriot Defence” 
including veterans of the ATO 
who have lost limbs and who 
have previously participated in 
such training, is such that better 
than anyone, they understand 
the importance of such training 
courses. 


In the basement to which flow 


numerous corridors, doctors 
are greeted by 12 situations 


improvising the wounded to 
various degrees of severity. Here, 
the actors have been made up to 
highlight all possible injuries. 

The first to “welcome” the 
Doctors is Vasyl, a fighter from 
the “Kyiv-2” battalion. During the 
summer near Starohnativka, Мазу! 
lost his left leg, and now acts out 
the role of a wounded fighter from 
a trauma based injury. 

“What they do 
essential service, explains Vasyl. If 
Lhad not been provided with proper 
and timely help I would 
simply died from a loss of blood. 


here, is an 


have 


The surgeon who operated on me 
told me that this was the day of my 
rebirth. I was save not by medics, 
but by my brothers in arms. In our 
battalion all of our boys had been 
trained in the basics of first aid, and 
as you can see, this has not been for 
nothing”. 

Groups of evacuate the 
wounded from a smoke-filled room. 
Those more wounded 
are provided with assistance in an 
improvised hospital, whilst those 
who are able to wait or who have 


medic 


seriously 


no chance of survival, are placed 
plainly against walls in the corridor. 

The exams undertaken by the 
course participants are done under 
the supervision of the trainers who 
have taught them throughout the 
course. Amongst the instructors are 
qualified Doctors from Ukraine, as 
well as their foreign colleagues. 
Some of the instructors are former 
members of the military from 
USA and Great Britain, who have 
served in some of the world’s “hot 
spots” and, currently by invitation 
from “Patriot Defence” are sharing 
their experiences with Doctors in 
Ukraine. 

The Head Instructor of the 
course, Alex Bongartz attributes 
the success of the course: “All of 
our trainees are prepared for further 
work. The difference between Day 
1, when they started, and now — has 
been a massive jump. These are 
very knowledgeable Doctors. We 
have simply trained them to focus 
their skills to a given situation”. 

Every trainee was able to cope 
with the task before them and are 
prepared to work within the scope 
of Ukrainian hospitals. “We try to 
ensure that our training courses 
reflect the real thing as closely as 
is possible. Our instructors train 
participants to provide assistance 
using the same equipment and 
which are 
currently Ukraine, 
and specifically available in the 
which the training 

explains Dr Ulana 


the same medicines 


available in 


hospital at 
takes place”, 


Suprun. 

Financial support for Ше 
programme, “Ukrainian Trauma 
Life Support” was greatly assisted 
by the Ukrainian diaspora of 


Canada. The Canadian government 
provided fi via the Canada 
Ukraine Foundation for tl 
running of four UTLS 
The next two courses to Б 
“Patriot Defence” will 
for Doctors 
Security Service of Ukraine and 
State Border Guard Service of 
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PHOTOS— ARIANA LUHOVY 
Mykola standing 


11 yr. old triple amputee 
receiving treatment in Montreal 


(CUF)—January 30, CTV’s WS featured the third medical mission by 
the Canada-Ukraine Foundation to Kyiv. The program highlighted the 
plight of Mykola Nyzhnkovsky1, ап 11 year old boy from near Mariupol, 
in Eastern Ukraine. Mykola and his four year old brother Danyo were 
playing near their home and found an undetonated live grenade. The ex- 
plosion cost Mykola both legs and an arm. It cost Danyo his life, 

Dr. Reggie Hamdy, Chief of Staff at Shriners Hospital for Children - 
Canada, in Montreal learned of Mykola’s injuries and offered not only to 
treat his amputations with prosthetics, but also provide for all additional 
medical treatment Mykola requires; including treatment of his eyes, cars, 
teeth, other shrapnel injuries, and psychological counselling. 

Mykola has undergone several procedures since arriving at Shriners 
Hospital in December 2015; and earlier that week, stood in his new pros- 
thetic legs for the first time. He has also been visited by Sr. Airman Brian 
Kolfage, a triple amputee from the United States Armed Forces, who 1s 
the most injured US Serviceman to have survived. 

He has a long road of therapies, physio, procedures and counselling 
ahead of him, but thanks to the staff at Shriners Hospital, the Canada- 
Ukraine Foundation and the Ukrainian Community in Montreal, he 15 
well on his way to recovery. 

The Canada-Ukraine Foundation has set up a fund to ensure that 
Mykola is able to travel back to Canada for treatment and adjustment 
of his prosthetics as he grows. The fund will also provide for additional 
care in Ukraine and any supports Mykola requires as he grows up. Those 
interested in learning more may visit www.HelpMykola.com or www. 
cufoundation.ca. The Canada-Ukraine Foundation’s Fourth Medical 
Mission begins at the end of February. 


Brian and Mykola 
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MEPs condemn Russia’s 
‘unprecedented’ abuses 
against Crimean Tatars 


By Robert Coalson 

(RFE/RL)—The European Раг- 
liament in Strasbourg has over- 
whelmingly adopted a resolution 
condemning Russia for its treat- 
ment of the Crimean Tatar popu- 
lation in the Ukrainian region of 
Crimea, which was annexed by 
Moscow in 2014. 

“T think it is fitting and adequate 
that this parliament comes together 
in a joint resolution to highlight the 
human rights situation in the oc- 
cupied Crimean territories,” MEP 
Reinhard Butikofer, of Germany’s 
Green Party, told RFE/RL on Feb- 
ruary 4. “In particular, the Crimean 
Tatars have been persecuted from 
the very beginning of the Russian 
invasion.” 

The resolution “strongly con- 
demns the unprecedented levels of 
human rights abuses perpetuated 
against Crimean residents, most 
notably Crimean Tatars, who do 
not follow the imposed rule of the 
so-called local authorities.” It also 
calls on Russia to grant internation- 
al institutions and human rights 
monitors “unimpeded access’ to 
the region. 

Crimean Tatars, who were de- 
ported en masse from Crimea by 
the Soviet authorities in 1944 and 
only allowed to begin returning 
home in the late 1980s, number 
about 240,000 on the Black Sea 
peninsula and comprise about 10 
percent of its population. 

The overwhelming majority of 
Crimean Tatars have refused to 
recognize Russia’s annexation of 
the region, which followed a mil- 
itary occupation and a referendum 
deemed illegitimate by 100 coun- 
tries ina UN vote. 

Tensions have been particularly 
high since last autumn, when Cri- 
mean Tatar-led activists on the 
mainland side of the administrative 
line between Crimea and the rest of 
Ukraine blocked cargo transport to 
the peninsula. Unknown activists 
also repeatedly sabotaged power 
pylons supplying electricity to Cri- 
mea, causing widespread outages. 

Crimean Tatar activists said they 
Were determined to draw attention 
to human rights violations on the 
peninsula and the disappearances 
of Crimean Tatars who they say 
have been abducted by Russian se- 
curity forces. 

Under pressure from the activ- 
the Ukrainian government 
made the trade blockade official in 
November. 

In recent days, the Russia-in- 
stalled authorities in Crimea have 


ists, 


-—— Stepped up their pressure even 


more, 

In the early moming hours of 
February 2, men identifying them- 
selves as officials of Russia’s Fed- 
eral Migration Service knocked on 
Elzara Abdulzhelilova’s door in 
the Спітеап city of Feodosia for a 
“passport check.” 

Abdulzhelilova is the daughter 
of longtime Crimean Tatar па- 
tional leader Mustafa Dzhemilev, 
a deputy in the Ukrainian parlia- 
ment who Russian authorities have 
barred from entering Crimea for 
five years. 

She told RFE/RL that the offi- 
cials wanted to take her son, Erol, 
away “for a talk,” but that they left 
after her lawyers advised her by 


Mustafa Dzhemilev 


telephone that they did not have the 
authority to do so. 

“In our view, they did not have 
a legal basis for carrying out these 
actions,” Nariman Dzhelyal, dep- 
uty chairman of the Crimean Tatar 
executive body, the Mejlis, told 
RFE/RL. “One of the officers re- 
portedly said as he was leaving that 
they'll ‘find another way’ to get to 
the relatives of Mustafa Dzhemi- 
lev.” 

In January, Dzhemilev’s wife, 
Safinar, was summoned to the 
prosecutor’s office for questioning. 

Dzhemilev’s | 50п, Khaiser 
Dzhemilev, is serving а 3 1/2 year 
prison term in Russia on a convic- 
tion stemming from the shooting 
death of a friend in 2013. Mustafa 
Dzhemilev maintains his son’s in- 
nocence and says he is being held 
by Moscow “as a hostage.” 

The same day, Crimean Tatar au- 
thorities reported “mass searches” 
of homes in the Dzhankoy district 
of Crimea. Those searches fol- 
lowed similar actions by police on 
January 28 in the Lenin district. 
On January 29, police raided the 
Islamic cultural center in Simfero- 
pol, the Crimean capital. 

Agents of Russia’s Federal Se- 
curity Service have carried out 
raids at the homes of several Mejlis 
members since the beginning of the 
year. 

On February 1, police raided the 
Simferopol headquarters of the com- 
pany SimSitiTrans, which is owned 
by the father of the vice president 
of the World Congress of Crimean 
Tatars, Lenur Islyamoy. Islyamov 
coordinated the cargo blockade 
against the peninsula and served as 
the spokesman for the activists. 

“This pressure has been going 
on now for two years,” Islyamov 
told RFE/RL. “It is moving from 
а ‘soft’? scenario to a harsh one. 
Under various pretexts, they want 
to take away everything that I have. 
They understand that they can’t get 
to me, so they are going after my 
weak spots.” 

Islyamov, the owner of Crimea’s 
Crimean Tatar-language ATR tele- 
vision station, has been the object 
of an arrest warrant in Crimea since 
November. ATR was forced to stop 
broadcasting in Crimea in April 
2015. 

“Let them take everything they 
want,” he added. “Let them take 
away all our homes and property. 

I don’t care. We will get it back. 
When we are able to come back, 
we will get everything back. This 
only makes us stronger.” 
Based on reporting by RFE/RL 
Brussels correspondent Rikard 


Jozwiak and the Crimean Desk of 


RFE/RL’ Ukrainian Service 
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Right to Left: UNF-Montreal president Dr. Artem Luhovy, Nadia Demko, Maria } Vodzicky and Marika Surzycia 
representatives of “Zhinocha Lanka”, Rev. Dr. ог Kutash. 


UNF Montreal holds annual “Kutia” 


(UNF-Montreal)—The Ukrain- 
ian National Federation (UNF) 
Montreal branch held its annual 
traditional “Kutia” with members 
of UNF, OYK , “Srilets’ka Hrom- 
ada”, including members and rep- 
resentatives of the Montreal com- 
munity January 24 at the UNF hall. 

The official opening was given 
by UNF-Montreal president Dr. 
Artem Luhovy, preceded by an 
opening prayer given by Rev. Dr. 
Thor Kutash, parish priest of St. 
Mary the Protectress Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church and former UNF 
Montreal president. 

Dr. Luhovy, also greeted one 
of the most senior members 
of | UNF-Montreal, | Mykhailo 
Wysoczanskyj, long-time member 
of the Ukrainian War Veteran’s As- 
sociation “Striletska Hromada”, 
a branch founded in Montreal in 
1928, as well as, Marika Surzycia 
and Maria Wodzicky representa- 
tives of “Zhinocha Lanka”. 

Dr. Luhovy mentioned in his re- 
marks the 38th UNF National Con- 
vention held in Winnipeg attended 
by UNF-Montreal delegates, the 
newly formed “UNF Literary Cir- 
cle’ and the upcoming meeting 
with the newly-appointed ambas- 
sador to Canada from Ukraine, His 
Excellency Andrij Shevchenko to 
be held in February. Luhovy point- 
ed out that this year the community 
will be commemorating the 125th 
anniversary of Ukrainian settle- 
ment to Canada. 


Left to Right: Senior member 
Wysoczanskyj, UNF-Montreal pres 


“Striletska 
ident, Dr. Artem Luhovy and surprise 
guest Oleh Wysoczanskyj, soldier who fought defending the Donetsk air- 
port in Eastern Ukraine. 


Hromada”, Mykhailo 


UMF is one of the oldest Ukrain- 
ian Canadian organizations found- 
ed in Canada. In Quebec, besides 
the UNF branch in Montreal estab- 
lished 1933, there were once active 
branches in Val d’Or and Rouyn- 
Noranda founded in 1936 in North- 
ern Quebec. Today, descendants of 
these pioneers are working with the 
award-winning Sprit Lake Intern- 
ment Centre/museum. 

Warm greetings were also given 
by Olena Kulishova, on behalf of 
UCC Montreal branch. 

A highlight of the “Kutia”, pre- 
pared by the women of OYK, was 


the “Vertep” performed by the 
Montreal theater group “Stozhary” 
with lead roles by Marta Sydor and 
Serhiy Savchenko, which also in- 
cluded the singing of many beauti- 
fully-sung, traditional Ukrainian 
Christmas carols. A voluntary do- 
nation was collected by “Komitet 
Dopomohy Ukrajini” in support of 
those affected by Russia’s ongoing 
war in Eastern Ukraine, as well as 
a raffle organized by OYK. 

The “Spil’na Kutia” is held 
throughout January in various Mont- 
real Ukrainian organizations and 
church parishes and across Canada, 


Yanukovych-era minister regains 
luxurious properties, Rolls Royce 


By Mark Rachkevych, Kyiv Post 
Kyiv’s Pechersk District Court 
has unfrozen the assets of the for- 
mer environmental minister under 
ex-President Viktor Yanukovych. 
The Dec. 25 ruling appeared in 
the court registry in late January 
and says that Mykola Zlochevsky 
legally obtained corporate rights 
and wealth in December 
2013-January 2014 while serving 
as deputy head of the National Se- 
curity and Defense Council. Jus- 
tice Vitaliy Pysanets also ruled that 
authorities didn’t lawfully issue 
Zlochevsky a notice of suspicion, 


other 


judging that handing his lawyer the 


notice didn’t procedurally qualify. 

The judgment also stated that 
prosecutors failed to appear in 
court to defend the state’s inter- 
ests. Zlochevsky, who is a majority 
shareholder in Burisma Holdings, 
a gas producer that accounted for 
30 percent of total private produc- 
tion volume in Ukraine last year, is 
accused of illicit enrichment and 
abuse of office and is wanted by 


Ukrainian authorities. He has de- 
nied the accusations in the past and 
his whereabouts are unknown 
Thus, asset freezes on two gar- 
den houses, two land plots, 922- 
and 300 square-meter homes, and a 
Rolls-Royce Phantom were lifted. 


Burisma Chief Financial Officer 

Alexander Gorbunenko couldn’t 

be reached for comment. 
Zlochevsky also got the Cen- 


tral Criminal Court of England and 
Wales to unblock $23 million on ac- 
counts in January 2015 after Ukrain- 
ian authorities didn’t cooperate with 
U.K. investigators. In April 2014, the 
same month that U.S. Vice President 
Joseph Biden’s son, Hunter Biden, 
joined Burisma’s board of directors, 
British officials froze the former 
Ukrainian official’s accounts. 

U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine 
Geoffrey Pyatt attacked Ukraine’s 
Prosecutor General’s Office for not 
cooperating with the U.K. Serious 
Fraud Office in a speech he gave in 
September. 

He said that instead of helping 


their British counterparts, Ukrain- 
ian prosecutors sent letters to 
Zlochevsky’s attorneys “attesting 
that there was no case against him,” 
the New York Times reported. 

In a separate report, the U.S.- 
government funded Radio Liberty 
discovered in July that Zlochevsky 
and his father were no longer the 
owners of two luxurious proper- 
ties and a land plot, including a 
4.5-hectare sprawling estate near 
Kyiv. Ultimate ownership changed 
to a Cyprus-registered company. 
The firm in turn lent $1 million to 
its subsidiary that directly owns the 
assets, which used them for collat- 
eral on the loan. In effect, the com- 
pany lent money to itself. 

The Radio Liberty report pos- 
ited the arrangement was meant to 
shelter Zlochevsky from having his 
properties confiscated by author- 
ities, citing lawyer Bohdan Bor- 
ovyk of Borovyk &Partners. 

Forbes has estimated that 
Zlochevsky’s overall fortune is 
currently worth $178 million. 
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Calgary’s Ukrainian 
Catholic convent closes 


(CBC News)—It’s the end of an 
era for Calgary’s Ukrainian Cath- 
olic community. 

With just one 69-year-old nun 


left living in the Sister Servants of 


Mary Immaculate convent, the or- 
der has decided to sell the building. 
Now, Sister Laura Prokop is in 
charge of packing up the place and 
getting it ready for sale. She says 
the convent is closing because her 
order, like others around the world, 
is struggling to attract young 
women to take the vows of poverty, 
chastity and lifelong service. 

“It seems that young people 
are hesitant to make that commit- 
ment,” said Sister Laura. 

“At the time when I entered, for 
women it was teaching, nursing, 
secretarial work. And now there’s 
just a whole new world opened up 
to the young people, so this doesn’t 
seem to draw them unless they are 
really centred on service to others.” 

The order has convents across 
Canada, but their numbers are 
shrinking and their average age is 
about 70. 

In Calgary, the nuns have been 
teaching school, visiting hospital 
shut-ins, and performing many 
other services in the parish since 
1953. 

Their convent, officially named 
St. Bernadette’s Convent, was built 
by parishioners in 1967. It’s a plain 
brick building on the corner of 7th 
Avenue and 7th Street northeast, 
which parishioners simply refer to 
as ‘the sisters’ home. It’s a block 


Sister Laura Prokop is the last nun at Calgary 5 St. Bernadette 5 convent. 


(Jenn Blair/CBC) 


from Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, its shiny domes a land- 
mark up the hill near Memorial 
Drive and Edmonton Trail. 

St. Bernadette’s has always been 
small; at its height, the 3,387- 
square-foot, seven-bedroom con- 
vent housed just five nuns. 

Since June 2015, Sister Laura 
has been its only regular inhabitant. 
When she first came to the convent 
in 2001, there were two other sis- 


ters living there, but for most of 


Sister Laura’s 15 years living there, 
only two nuns remained. 

The building has not yet been 
sold, so Sister Laura is staying for 
the time being. 

Once her work in Calgary is 
done, she will go to Mundare, 80 
kilometres east of Edmonton, to 


help care for other nuns in her or- 
der who are too elderly to continue 
in service. 

Sister Laura doesn’t know what 
the future holds for nuns. 

“We just take it a day at a time 
... some of the Roman Catholic or- 
ders have actually slowly died out; 
no young people have come in. 
We at least have two or three that 
are young, so there’s a glimmer of 
hope.” 

In other countries, notably Bra- 
zil and Ukraine, quite a number of 
young people are taking Шеїг vows 
to become priests and nuns. 

But with record numbers of 
Ukrainians emigrating to Spain and 
Portugal, the demand for Ukrain- 
ian Catholic priests and nuns in 
those countries could mean that not 
many will be coming to Canada. 


First Star a most beautiful book 


Book Review by Robert B. Klymasz 

Orysia Tracz. First Star I See Tonight: Ukrainian 
Christmas Traditions. Winnipeg: Mazepa Publica- 
tions, Zhuravli Ltd., 2015. Illustrations, bibliography, 
glossary. In English, with some text in Ukrainian. 131 
pp. ISBN 978-0-9949208-0-5. $49.95 (softcover). 

This is undoubtedly the most beautiful book ever 
published in Winnipeg! In a real way, it’s a gift to 
everyone from its tireless author, Orysia Tracz — the 
city’s walking encyclopedia of all things Ukrainian. 
And with all that knowledge pent up inside of her, she 
can hardly stop herself from sharing the many nuggets 


of information that she’s accumulated over a period of 


more than half a century. Although Christmas is the 
main focus of attention in this book, Tracz also touches 
on Easter, weddings, and other traditions as well. For 
the reader, this is truly a journey of discovery — steel 
drums, spiders, and peacocks are all parts of Orysia’s 
Ukrainian Christmas. There is, of course, a liberal 
sprinkling of songs, information on food, and even 
quotes from leading figures like Ukraine’s national 
poet, Taras Shevchenko. 

But there’s also a much larger dimension to this 
story: for this author, Ukrainian Christmas is a trans- 
national phenomenon where the barriers of language, 
geography, and history simply fade away in the face 
of a power like tradition. For example, Tracz shows 
how the celebratory Christmas kutia (“the food of the 
gods”, p.126) has become a global entrée served on 
every continent. 

Over a period of many years, Orysia has published 
hundreds of articles, translated ten books from Ukrain- 
ian into English, and presented many talks both here 
and abroad. Her enthusiasm 15 contagious, and this has 
eamed her a captive audience asking for more. For this 
book she has selected forty of her best Christmas pieces 
(the last one is actually written by her son Ruslan). 

, These are organized into seven chapters, with the fol- 
lowing headings: “Origins”, “Ukrainian Dreamtime: 
the Earliest Traditions”, “Koliady and Shchedr 
Sources of Antiquity”, “Sviata Vecheria”, ~The 
Extended Family”, “New and Old Traditions 
Place” and, finally, “First Star That I See Tor 
book begins with a provocative look at “Why 
What We Do: Tradition in Ukrainian Life”, a 


FIRST STAR | 


“IT SEE TONIGHT: 


ORYSITA TRACZ 


with a descriptive account of “First Star That | 

See Tonight: Ukrainian Christmas in the Tracz 
Family in Winnipeg” penned by the author’s son, 
Ruslan. 

Tracz tackles Christmas with considerable courage 
(since this is one of the richest yet extremely complex 
aspects of traditional Ukrainian culture), and her pres- 
entation is always warm, informative and easy to read. 
She has produced an instant classic with a perennial 
future. We certainly look forward to the publication of 


more Tracz goodies in the near future. Let’s cross our 
fingers! 
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Patriarch Sviatoslav blesses the icons at his residence in Kyiv, with Fr. 
Andriy Nahirniak looking on 


Patriarch Sviatoslav 
blesses special icons of 
Metropolitan Sheptytsky 


By Fr. Michael Winn 

During their Fall 2015 fundraising direct mail campaign, the 
Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky Institute Foundation offered a special 
gift to benefactors who donated $500 or more: a mounted icon print of 
Venerable Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky, blessed by none other than 
the saintly Metropolitan’s current successor, Patriarch Sviatoslay, father 
and head of the worldwide Ukrainian Greco-Catholic Church. 

The offer continues for supporters who would like to acquire this 
unique icon with a special historic value. The icon does not yet contain 
a halo, since Metr. Andrey has not yet been beatified, but it has a gold 
background instead. In 2015, Pope Francis proclaimed Metropolitan 
Andrey to be aman of heroic virtue, who is now to be titled “Venerable”. 

His beatification is expected in the not too distant future, since a 
healing miracle from the United States attributed to Metr. Andrey, and 
certified by an ecclesiastical commission, has already been submitted 
to a panel of physicians who advise the Vatican on whether there 15 any 
possible medical reason for the healing. Since it is believed that there ts 
indeed no medical explanation for the healing of the child suffering from 
cancer, many believe that beatification will soon follow. Unfortunately, 
the process has on several occasions fallen prey to outside interests who 
have lobbied against the beatification for reasons that are much more 
political than theological. 

Sheptytsky Institute founder Fr. Andriy Chiroysky calls on people 
of good will to continue to pray for the cause of beatification: “Truth 
is on our side. Many of us have seen the fruits of and personally 
experienced the heavenly assistance of Metr. Andrey. Perhaps the delay 
in his beatification and canonization is meant to challenge us to be more 
like the saintly metropolitan and pray more consistently. Metr. Andrey 
especially asked for us to pray daily for the gift of Divine Wisdom. Now 
that we have icons of Metr. Andrey, that should facilitate our prayers and 
serve as a reminder to us of his heavenly care for us.” 
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Ukraine may be running out of time 


By Alexei Bayer 

The economic situation in Russia is get- 
ting very bad very rapidly — maybe even a 
little too rapidly for Ukraine. The Ukrainian 
government may need to hurry up to get its 
economic house in order before things in 
Russia get much worse. 

For now, Ukrainians are watching the 
unravelling Russia’s oil-funded econom- 
ic prosperity with an undisguised — and 
understandable — glee. Even those of them 
who never before took an interest in eco- 
nomics, currency exchange rates or financial 
markets have been mesmerized over the past 
two years by sliding oil prices and a shrink- 
ing Russian ruble, cheering at every sign 
of Russia’s progressive impoverishment: 
the loss of its markets for oil and gas, the 
dwindling of its hard-currency reserves, the 
weakening of its real estate markets, the rise 
of the default rate on consumer loans and the 
across-the-boards crumbing of everyone’s 
living standards. 

No one can reproach Ukrainians for 
their Schadenfreude. It is, actually, more 
like a relief in the face of a miraculously 
avoided mortal danger. Had a barrel of oil 
still fetched $100 instead of around $30 as 
it does now, and oil consuming nations had 
been worried about possible oil shortages, 
Russia might have been emboldened to use 
its full military might to invade and dismem- 
ber their country. It won’t diminish the hero- 
ism and self-sacrifice of Ukrainian soldiers 
and volunteers to say that falling oil prices 
played a major role in curbing Russia’s mil- 
itary adventures in Eastern Ukraine. 

Lower international oil prices and Western 
sanctions imposed on Russia after it annexed 
Crimea weakened the Russian economy, but 
the government in the Kremlin also seems 
determined to hasten the country economic 
collapse. Not only has it now become en- 
tangled in a foolish misadventure in Syria, 
but along the way it has started to pick up 
quarrels with regional powers. It has al- 
ready lost one trading partner, Turkey, and 
antagonized Saudi Arabia and its allies in the 
Persian Gulf; it may soon enter into an open 
confrontation with Israel, as well. 

There is a whiff of endgame about the 
whole thing. Russia is becoming increas- 
ingly isolated and, more to the point, the 
international community is starting to move 
against Vladimir Putin personally. There are 
almost daily revelations about his involve- 
ment in large-scale corruption and his ultim- 
ate responsibility for various crimes commit- 
ted not only on Russian soil but in Western 
countries, as well, notably in the UK. Bring- 
ing up Putin’s name in association with crim- 
inal cases is a qualitatively new development 
which must certainly have an ominous ring 
for Russia’s rulers. 

As the Russian people grow even poorer 
and economic, social and political structures 
within Russia start to collapse, the govern- 
ment may find itself in danger. True, Russian 
society has not been known for its ability or 
desire to protest against its own government, 
and, absent active opposition, Putin doesn’t 
give a damn about economic hardships suf- 
fered by ordinary folks. But if Western sanc- 
tions start turning against Putin himself and 
affect his assets held in the West, it is another 
matter completely. It could induce him not 
only to abandon Donbas but to start looking 

for a way to withdraw from Crimea without 
looking too much as a loser. 


Nice though such a prospect may seem 
it may not be so good for Ukraine. While 
it remains the victim of Putin’s aggression 
— and a bulwark against Russia’s expan- 
sion into other parts of its former empire — 
Ukraine gets the sympathy of Western gov- 
ernments and economic assistance. It will be 
a different ballgame if Putin backs away. 

Ukrainians may complain about the nig- 
gardliness of foreign governments and in- 
transigence of multilateral lenders, but there 
can be no question that Ukraine has been 
treated much more leniently than other im- 
poverished countries that are unable to meet 
their financial obligations. Ukraine has got 
loans and military assistance. Its leaders 
have enjoyed preferential access to Western 
leaders, allowing them to build personal ties. 
Even though military assistance has been in- 
sufficient to equip the Ukrainian military to 
withstand a full-scale Russian assault, there 
have been training missions and joint exer- 
cises which have laid the groundwork for a 
possible future military alliance. 

But once Russian aggression ends, Kyiv 
will be left to fend for itself. If it had not 
instituted meaningful reforms, reduced cor- 
ruption and curbed the political power of its 
oligarchs — in short, hadn’t created a viable 
market economy — it may find itself in con- 
siderable difficulties. 

In a way, it would be worse if international 
sympathy for Ukraine, which is still grow- 
ing as Ukraine stands up to Russia and as 
revelations about Putin’s corruption, ties to 
criminal networks and personal depravity 
keep piling up, start to turn to disappoint- 
ment. Goodwill has a nasty habit of turning 
to irritation — and Ukraine may find it hard 
to avoid severe economic hardship if it is 
treated like Greece or Azerbaijan. 

There is a moral aspect to this, as well. 
Take former Russian oligarch and political 
prisoner Mikhail Khodorkovsky. While he 
was jailed, many Russians supported him 
and admired his courage and dignity. Since 
he was released and allowed to leave Russia, 
things has been very different. Some of his 
pronouncements and actions have been met 
with public outrage. 

I understand this feeling very well. Sev- 
eral years ago, when Khodorkovsky was still 
in prison, I wrote a piece in Moscow Times 
saying that Khodorkovsky deserved to be 
awarded a Nobel Peace Prize. Last week, 
when a picture made rounds on the Internet 
showing him in London posing with singer 
Valeria and her husband losif Prigozhin, 
I felt, in my own very small way, betrayed 
and quite embarrassed about that old article. 
Afier all, that due had been active and vo- 
ciferous supporters of the annexation of 
Crimea, and Valeria performed on the occu- 
pied eastern Ukrainian territories, providing 
material support to international terrorists. A 
decent person should not be seen dining in 
their company, and while everybody has the 
right to do so, I felt it was different in the 
case of Khodorkovsky. 

In some ways, it is the same with Ukraine. 
Ukraine owes it not only to itself and to its 
heroes who died for it on Maidan and de- 
fended it in Donbas not to sink back into 
post-Soviet kleptocracy, but also to all those 
around the world who support its struggle - 

including those few who have raised their 
voices in its support inside Russia. 
Alexei Bayer is a New York-based economist 
and writer. 


Pentagon seeks $3.4 bin to counter ‘Russian aggression’ 


(RFE/RL)—U.S. Defense Secretary Ash 
Carter says the Pentagon is requesting $3.4 
billion for 2017 to counter “Russia’s aggres- 
sion,” a fourfold increase from the fiscal year 
of 2016. 

“We're reinforcing our posture in Europe 
to support our NATO allies in the face of 
Russia’s aggression,” Carter said in Wash- 
ington on February 2. 

He added that the funding would help 
boost the U.S. presence in eastern European 
nations as well. 

“That'll fund a lot of things. More rota- 
tional U.S. forces in Europe, more training 
and exercises with our allies, more prepos- 
itioned warfighting gear, and infrastructure 


improvements to support it.” Carter said. 

Washington and its allies in Europe and 
elsewhere have targeted Russian with sev- 
eral rounds of sanctions in response to Mos- 
cow’s annexation of Ukraine’s Crimea terri- 
tory in 2014 and its support for pro-Russian 
separatists that are fighting Kyiv’s forces in 
eastern Ukraine. 

The increased funding to counter Russia 
is part of a $582.7 billion defense budget 
that Carter said the Pentagon would seek 
for 2017 to deal with five major challenges 
faced by the U.S. military. 

Carter said those challenges are Russia, 
China, North Korea, Iran, and the Islamic 
State militant group. 
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Ukraine’s constitutional 
reform conundrum 


By Timothy Ash, 
Kyiv Post, January 25, 2016 

There was lots of noise over the weekend 
about constitutional reform plans in Ukraine. 

Constitutional reform was a key part of the 
Minsk II ceasefire agreement back last Feb- 
ruary, but the problem is that it was never 
clearly defined in the Minsk agreement what 
exactly this entailed. Partly this was the fault 
of the Western Normandy powers (France 
and Germany) who, after an all-night ses- 
sion with Russian President Vladimir Putin 
and Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko, 
appeared just eager to get the two sides to 
sign anything that might bring a moderation 
in fighting, and to buy time for more sub- 
stantive peace talks to bear fruit — classic can 
kicking. 

These talks have followed in the con- 
tact group format in Minsk, but with little 
progress, and news that former President 
Leonid Kuchma now wants to resign as the 
Ukrainian representative is hardly encour- 
aging, and a sign that little progress has been 
made. 

That said, at Minsk there was general ac- 
ceptance that more power should be given 
to Ukraine’s regions, but there is a broad 
spectrum of possibilities from modest decen- 
tralization as talked about/favored by Poro- 
shenko, to the federal solution as supported 
by Moscow, and something in between 
which now appears to be favored by the Op- 
position Party in Ukraine, and perhaps also 
by other oligarchic groups in Ukraine (who 
think they can dominate local government 
again, if not national politics). Essentially 
Moscow wants a solution where regions 
have some veto over national policy — as in 
effect Moscow wants influence over national 
policy in Ukraine, to stall its further Western 
orientation and to keep Ukraine within its 
sphere of influence. 

The problem for Poroshenko is that the 
federal solution, as pushed by Moscow, is 
simply unsellable in Ukraine — as everyone 
understands what this likely means, i.e. like- 
ly the end of Ukraine’s current westwards 
orientation and indeed more likely the start 
of centrifugal forces which could see the dis- 
integration of the country. 

Instead, and to show Western powers that 
Ukraine is complying with its part of Minsk 
II, Poroshenko tabled a decentralization bill 
earlier this year before the Rada, which en- 
tails modest decentralization of powers to 
the regions (oblasts). 

This secured majority support from the re- 
form coalition in August, in a first reading, 
but fell well short of the two-thirds (300) 
constitutional backing needed in a second 
reading and to become law (after being then 
signed off by Poroshenko). Securing the two- 
thirds backing now for this bill seems nigh 
on impossible — as both the Opposition Party 
and other elements in the Rada have sought 
to exploit the issue to bring a reformulation 
of the ruling coalition. The Opposition Party 
has pushed for the devolution of even greater 
powers — partly a reflection of its stronger 
showing in local elections in October, and, 
hence, presumably it assumes that the party 
can rebuild its power base again from the lo- 
cal level (the party hailed from former Re- 
gions’ party of Yanukovych origins. 

Yulia Tymoshenko’s Batkyivchyna Party 
(formally in the ruling coalition) also seems 
unlikely to back the bill unless Poroshenko 
agrees for her call for early parliamentary 
elections, which are also being pushed for 
not by the Opposition Party, and likely also 
supported by Moscow — which assumes that 
the Opposition Party would now return to 
government in Kyiv, given the widespread 
disillusion now felt amongst the pro-EU re- 
form vote. 

Unfortunately for Poroshenko, the clock 
is ticking, as there are suggestions that the 
constitutional reform bill has to be approved 
at second reading by the first week of Febru- 
ary, or then face a one-year cooling off per- 
iod before the bill can be re-tabled under at 


least one interpretation of Rada rules. This 
could then leave Kyiv facing accusations of 
being non-Minsk II compliant. But trying to 
push the bill through the Rada at this point 
in time would risk an embarrassing defeat in 
the Rada for Poroshenko, and then perhaps 
calls for early elections, which the Poro- 
shenko/Yatseniuk coalition might actually 
lose. Constitutional lawyers are currently re- 
viewing whether the second vote on Consti- 
tutional reform bill can be delayed until later 
in the year — there is therein some debate 
about what constitutes a Rada session as per 
Minsk II requirements. 

A further complication over the past week 
came with pressure from Western Normandy 
officials who hinted during a visit to Kyiv, 
that the failure of the Rada to approval 
constitutional amendments, decentralizing 
power to the region, would suggest that Kyiv 
was in breach.of Minsk II commitments, 
which would risk undermining unity within 
the EU for the maintenance of sanctions on 
Russia, over its military intervention in Don- 
bas. 

Our sense at this stage is that the Poro- 
shenko administration is willing to take the 
risks with European Union unity over 5апе- 
tions as it knows that trying to push an un- 
popular constitutional reform draft through 
the Verkhovna Rada has the potential to 
bring down his reform administration, force 
early elections, and then to bring in a less 
EU-reform minded government. 

The stakes for Poroshenko are simply too 
high. 

The strategy now seems to be to buy time 
— trying to push the decision out until later 
this year, presumably hoping that by that 
time Ukrainian reforms will have further 
bedded down, creating something of a feel- 
good factor, which might be reflected then 
in improved poll support for the ruling par- 
ties in Kyiv. There is also a willingness to 
call the EU’s bluff — would it really want to 
force Куїм to push through unpopular con- 
stitutional reforms which have the potential 
to bring down the coalition and derail the 
hard won pro-EU reform gains secured over 
the past two years. And, in a worst case І 
think Kyiv is willing to live with the conse- 
quences where the EU lifts sanctions, cogni- 
zant of the fact that without Russian Minsk П 
compliance (troop withdrawal and allowing 
Ukraine control over its borders) the US is 
unlikely to lift sanctions anyway (U.S. Sec- 
retary of State Kerry’s comments over the 
weekend were in my mind just aimed at try- 
ing to encourage Moscow to comply/com- 
promise without offering up any real conces- 
sions from Washington itself). 

A further nuance of the line from Kyiv 
also came with Prime Minister Arseniy 
Yatsenyuk’s call again over the weekend 
for any constitutional reforms to be put to 
a nationwide referendum. The latter would 
likely stall EU criticism while various opin- 
ion polls suggesting very limited support for 
any constitutional reform scenario which 
hints of federalism. However, given the cur- 
rent broad disillusion with the political class 
in Ukraine, and politics in general, І am not 
sure that any constitutional reform draft 
would bring a sufficiently large turnout in a 
nationwide referendum to win approval — it 
might if this was sold as the opportunity to 
reject a Russian Federalist draft, albeit Rus- 
sia might then look to block any such vote. 

It could end up being torturous in terms of 
getting agreement over any question tabled 
in such a referendum. 

Moscow’s game plan in all this seems to 

be to try and expose Kyiv for failing to meet 
its commitments to Minsk II, and as a result 
to secure the erosion of support in the EU 
and West for the maintenance of sanctions, 
which are viewed as exponentially painful in 
an environment of very low oil prices. 
Timothy Ash is the London-based head of 
Central Eastern Europe, Middle East & Af- 
rica credit strategy for Nomura Internation- 
al, a Japanese financial holding company. 
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Terrorist leader 
admits to razing village |SU° Sovemment over 


By Anna Shamanska 

(RFE/RL)—A separatist leader in eastern Ukraine 
has admitted to burning down a village at the height 
of fighting more than a year ago, while praising a pro- 
posal for restoring the place. 

Aleksandr Zakharchenko’s remarks came as his 
pro-Russian separatist group, which calls itself the 
Donetsk People’s Republic, held a Youth Socio-Polit- 
ical Forum that was billed as a platform for local stu- 
dents to present a range of project proposals. 

Students from the so-called Donbas National Acad- 
emy of Construction and Architecture presented their 
concept for the tiny village of Kozhevnya, once home 
to around 69 residents, according to Census data. 

The area was the site of some of the fiercest battles 
between Ukrainian national forces and separatists in 
the summer of 2014. 

The Russia-backed separatists held the village 
until July 23, 2014, when troops loyal to Kyiv forced 
them to retreat. At the time, a separatist representa- 
tive told Interfax news agency that the populated areas 
had been abandoned and that no separatists had been 
killed in action. 

It was not until his January 25 admission that 
Zakharchenko explained how they pulled it off: by 
burning everything to the ground. 

“This village was a milestone for me. ... It was our 
first offensive. Unfortunately, in the course of fight- 
ing we practically destroyed this village,” he said. “By 
burning down houses, we saved our lives and the lives 
of our people”: 

Fighting in eastern Ukraine broke out in April 2014, 
and more than 9,100 people have been killed in the 
conflict. More than 1.4 million Ukrainians have been 
internally displaced, while more than 600,000 others 
have fled to neighboring countries. 

Russia-backed separatists continue to control swaths 
of the Donetsk and Luhansk regions and a shaky, 
internationally brokered cease-fire is largely holding, 

but а long-term solution remains elusive nearly two 
years after the onset of the separatism-fueled violence. 


In his eight-minute speech, Zakharchenko spoke not 
only about physical rebuilding but also about the re- 
turn of what he called “cultural values.” 

“In the Soviet Union, which the majority of you 
don’t remember...the ideology of that state was good. 
Of course, there were some exaggerations, a lot of 
shortcomings, but the things that were done were done 
for the people,” he said. 

Zakharchenko went on to suggest that children were 
raised on “true” values back then — those of “family, 
loyalty, brotherhood, and love for the motherland.” 

Millions of Ukrainians died during Stalin’s orches- 
trated famine known as the Holodomor in 1932-33, 
when the Soviet leadership aimed to collectivize land 
and labor and at the same time eliminate its perceived 
opponents. 

But according to Zakharchenko’s reading of history, 
the West imposed its own values on the Ukrainian 
people after Ukraine gained independence from the 
Soviet Union in 1991. 

“Now we understand that we are raised on Coca- 
Cola, Mickey Mouse, blue jeans, and so on, on Play- 
boy, on a democracy that implies that the family could 
have two dads or two moms,” he said. “This is abso- 
lutely unacceptable.” 

The latest Human Rights Watch (HRW) report on 
the situation in eastern Ukraine accuses the separatists 
who control parts of the Donetsk and Luhansk regions 
of killings, torture, ill-treatment, illegal detention, and 
forced labor. 

A former commander of separatists in Donetsk, Rus- 
sian Igor Girkin, recently said that he executed four 
people in the city of Slovyansk in 2014 — killings he 
said were carried out in accordance with Stalin-era laws. 

Zakharchenko, a university dropout with a tech- 
nical-school education, tried to end his speech on an 
inspiring note. He said that creating the so-called “re- 
public” — which is not recognized as an independent 
state by any country — should be a source of pride. 

“You are proud of us for doing it and we will be 
proud of you for having done it,” he said. 


Ukraine expands trade routes, bypasses Russia 


By Alexander J. Motyl 

(Ukraine’s Orange Blues)—Ukraine is taking two 
important steps toward expanding its ties with the 
global economy. 

The Beskyd-Skotarske train tunnel in the Carpath- 
ians is being widened from one track to two, thanks 
to funding provided by the European Bank for Re- 
construction and Development and the European In- 
vestment Bank. The project will more than double the 
speeds at which trains can travel through the tunnel as 
well as double the number of trains undertaking the 
journey. Since 60 percent of Ukraine’s current trade 
with countries to its west goes through the tunnel (ori- 
ginally built in 1886), the result will be a vastly en- 
larged capacity for imports and exports with the Euro- 
pean Union, which already is Ukraine’s largest trad- 
ing partner and with which Ukraine now shares a free 
trade zone. The work is scheduled to be completed by 
the end of 2017; trains will start using it by mid-2018. 

Even more impressive is Ukraine's participation in 

the Trans-Caspian international transport route that 
extends from Georgia, through Azerbaijan and Kaz- 
akhstan, to China, thereby bypassing Russian territory. 
The first trial run of а Ukrainian train consisting of 10 
cars and 20 40-foot containers began in mid-January 
in the Ukrainian port city of Illichevsk. It was trans- 
ported by ship to Batumi, Georgia. Thence by train to 
the Azerbaijani port city of Alyat, where it was loaded 
onto a ferry and crossed the Caspian Sea to Aktau 
in Kazakhstan. Some cargo will stay in Kazakhstan; 
some will go on to China, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, 
Tajikistan, and Turkmenistan. Naturally, Chinese and 
Central Asian goods will also flow westwards. 

The journey to Aktau is supposed to take about nine 
days. The train will run three times a week starting in 
March. Ukraine has high hopes, planning to transport 
up to 10 million tons of cargo annually via this route. 

Ukrainians can thank Russia’s hapless president for 
their country’s involvement in the Silk Road. Moscow 
imposed an embargo on the transit of Ukrainian goods 
in early 2016, as punishment for Ukraine’s pursuit of 


closer economic ties with the European Union via the 
Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area agreement. 
That move, like Vladimir Putin’s decision to destroy 
Western food products and reduce economic ties with 
Turkey, has only forced Russia’s neighbors to search 
for alternatives to their traditional over-dependence on 
Russia. Since the alternatives are there, the big loser is 
Russia, which, thanks to Putin, will increasingly be- 
come isolated, economically and politically. Ukraine 
will be a big winner, since ending its economic de- 
pendence on Russia’s backward energy-based econ- 
omy is a sine qua non of the still-backward Ukrain- 
ian economy’s finally becoming globally competitive. 
Over time, going global will help create commercial 
conditions that will allow Ukraine’s trade to expand 
and its economy to advance and modernize, while 
Russia’s remains unreformed and antediluvian. 

Perhaps the most striking and encouraging aspect to 
Ukraine’s linkage to the Trans-Caspian trade route is that 
the country’s leadership was able to successfully navi- 
gate and negotiate a complex deal swiftly and efficiently 
through an intelligent and sustained diplomatic effort. 

According to one source: 

“To organize the running of trains, the Ministry of 
Infrastructure, Ukrainian Railways, and the Coordina- 
tion Committee of the Trans-Caspian international 
transport route made significant and hard work in 
2015. The inclusion of Ukraine in the Great Silk Road 
was first recorded in the Ukrainian-Chinese inter- 
agency protocol. The possibilities of the project of 
Trans-Caspian international transport route were pre- 
sented on 16 November 2015 during a road show and 
оп 3 December 2015 at the International forum "Соп- 
necting Europe and Asia: a new look at the formation 
of the transcontinental route system’ in Odesa.” 

The bottom line is this: Ukraine’s policymakers 
wisely anticipated the Kremlin’s embargo and even 
more wisely addressed the looming potential crisis 
well before it became one. That’s impressive, sug- 
gesting that Ukraine can get the job done if and when 
it needs to. 
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Ukraine’s refugees 


evictions, lack of aid 


By Veronika Melkozerova, Kyiv Post 

Nearly every day, 65-year-old Server Abybulayev comes to the Verk- 
hoyna Rada in Kyiv, Ukraine’s parliament, with his trolley bag and a sign 
that reads: “I am an internally displaced person from Crimea. Now I have 
no place to live. Help me!” 

Abybulayev, who took part in the EuroMaidan Revolution in 2013- 
2014, was wounded by a stun grenade fragment on Feb. 19, 2014. 

He now lives in the waiting room of Kyiv Central Railway station. 

A Crimean Tatar who lived in the town Bakhchysaray for almost 35 
years, Abybulayev was forced to leave his home after Russia annexed the 
Ukrainian peninsula in March 2014. 

Settling in Kyiv Oblast in Velyka Dymerka, the owner of a private villa 
evicted him in June. 

He is not alone in that struggle: Victoria Savchuk, a lawyer and activ- 
ist of the Krym SOS human rights initiative, told the Kyiv Post that the 
group is working with several dozen internally displaced people who 
have been evicted from similar accommodation. 

According to the State Emergency Service of Ukraine, more than 1.6 
million people from Crimea and Donbas have left their homes since the 
Russian annexation of Crimea and the start of the war in the Donbas. 
Local authorities around the country have found more than 659 places of 
accommodation that can provide shelter to no more than 11,178 IDPs. 

The remaining internal refugees have sought shelter on their own. Most 
of them rent apartments or live in private resorts or children’s camps in 
Luhansk (247,872), Donetsk (116, 618), Kharkiv (209,160), Dniprope- 
trovsk (86,669), Zaporizhia (67, 267) and Kyiv oblasts (47, 819). 

“We recorded incidents of eviction in areas of compact settlement — 
resorts and camps, and shared households in big cities like Kyiv, Kharkiv 
and Dnipropetroysk. Those who rent apartments on their own have fewer 
complaints,” said another Krym SOS lawyer, Maria Levchenko, 

Reasons vary why people get evicted, Savchuk said. 

“As for rented apartments, the main reasons for evictions can be the 
owners’ dishonesty or their prejudiced attitude to internally displaced 
people from the Donbas or Crimea,” she said. 

When it comes to holiday camps and resorts, IDPs can be evicted be- 
cause most private resorts, camps and households simply have too many 
people staying there. Alternatively, the owners have personal disputes 
with IDPs, or arguments over debts for utility bills. 

Krym SOS works on many eviction cases, and every situation is differ- 
ent, lawyers Say. 

“If our government had a strict strategy on how to work with IDP’s, 
how to make the life of these 1.6 million people better, we would have 
a governmental housing program for them. It would have brought back 
stability to their lives,” Savchuk said. 

The press service of the Social Policy Department of Kyiv City Coun- 
cil told the Kyiv Post that all IDPs in the capital get financial help from 
the government to pay rent and buy food. The total sum of Ukrainian - 
government aid to the 39,047 officially registered IDPs in Kyiy since 
the start of the aid program in 2014 has been Hr 4.27 million — about 
$178,000 at the current exchange rate. 

After his eviction, Abybulayev began to fight the government’s aid 
system. He even went on hunger strike for 40 days because no one want- 
ed to help him, he said. 

«І came to the Kyiv City Council and they said they can do nothing 
about a private owner, because he has all the rights to his property. They 
offered to shelter me in a mental asylum. Yes I’m old, but I’m not crazy,” 
said Abybulayev. 

He even tried to sue the Ukrainian government for failing to protect his 
rights. 

“But soon I realized that this was useless. The lawyer the Social Policy 
Ministry assigned to me advised me not to sue the government. He said I 
had no chance of winning,” said Abybulayev. 

Meanwhile, government agencies appear to be passing the buck con- 


Kyiv Post in response to an e-mail inquiry. 

But Olga Kozak, the head of the State Emergency Service of Ukraine’s 
press service, said that the service had only just started working on the 
IDP housing issue, and hadn’t set its policy yet. 

“So you need to ask the Social Policy Ministry for comments. We only 
started working on the IDPs’ housing problems in January,” Kozak told 
the Kyiv Post. 
EEE 


Merkel presses Putin on separatists 


(RFE/RL)—German Chancellor Angela Merkel has urged Russian 
President Vladimir Putin to use Moscow’s influence with separatists in 
eastern Ukraine to help secure progress toward a political solution of the 
crisis. Merkel’s office said the two leaders spoke by phone on February 
2 at Putin’s request. і 

The call came one day after Merkel met Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko in Berlin and nearly one year after Germany and France 
helped to broker the Minsk peace deal for Ukraine. й 

Merkel has called on the European Union to renew its sanctions against 
Russia in response to Moscow’s annexation of Crimea and the Kremlin’s 
support for pro-Russian separatists. - Й 

Merkel said on February 1 that “sanctions against Russia must stay in 
place until Russia fully implements the Minsk agreement.” a cease-fire 
and peace plan aimed at resolving the war in eastern Ukraine. 


оре 
брати 


чини У 


Ukraine, Croatia, Hungary, Costa Rica, 
Brazil, Argentina, Ireland, 


П--ь 


www.cobblestonefreeway.ca 


є 


ГО 


ь - 
HWWIRE 


о/з 


Italy, Greece and more... 


> 


WE | 
ке Й 
РУ 

TODAY! 


780-436-7452 1-255-787-7482 
info@cobtiestonefreewsy. 


са 
поза 


Cont. from Р. 1 


“In order to preserve the integrity of 
this process, we cannot discuss publicly 
the specifics of the potential application 
of the Special Economic Measures Act 
against particular individuals or entities.” 

A media release issued by Dion’s de- 
partment noted that Ukraine has taken 
important steps to implement its Minsk 
obligations, as well as essential insti- 
tutional reforms for the benefit of all 
Ukrainians. The importance of main- 
taining this momentum was the subject 
of constructive discussions, as Dion met 
with members of Ukraine’s dynamic 
civil society, dedicated parliamentarians 
and government officials. 

Dion expressed Canada’s strong desire 
to see Ukraine persevere in its democrat- 
ic transformation and flourish as a strong 
and prosperous partner of Canada’s. 

Dion also visited the Maidan, where 
Ukrainians made immense sacrifices for 
their freedom, and laid flowers at a me- 
morial honouring those who were killed 
during the protests against the former 
regime, as well as the monuments to vic- 
tims of the Holodomor and Babyn Yar. 

Prior to his visit, Dion was criticized 


conjerence 


by opposition Conservatives for his decision to 
engage Russia more broadly. 

Dion said Canada remains a steadfast friend 
of Ukraine, but will be open to talking to Russia 
because it could serve Canada’s needs, includ- 
ing in the Arctic where the two countries have 
shared interests. 

“Today, the United States is speaking to Rus- 
sia. Europe is speaking to Russia. Japan is speak- 
ing to Russia,” Dion said. 

“In what way would it help Ukraine if Canada 
never speaks to Russia, even about the Arctic?” 

Canada provides multi-faceted support to 
Ukraine, including low-interest loans for eco- 
nomic stabilization, as well as development 
assistance projects to promote sustainable eco- 
nomic growth and to advance democracy, hu- 
man rights, the rule of law and support to civil 
society. 

This assistance also includes a project and 
deployments of Canadian police to support 
Ukraine’s patrol police reform, including cadet 
training, in-service training, leadership training, 
public outreach and engagement, and new uni- 
forms. Canadian police are also providing stra- 
tegic guidance to Ukrainian security institutions. 

Canada has taken a firm response to Russia’s 
actions in Ukraine, such as by imposing sanc- 
tions against 270 Russian and Ukrainian individ- 
uals and entities. 


PHOTOS - EMBASSY OF CANADA ТО UKRAINE 


from Top Right: Waschuk, Dion and Wrzesnewskyj pay their respects at the 
domor Memorial: Dion with Ukraine’s Foreign Minister Pavlo Klimkin; Wrzesnewsky] 
atsenvuk with a kolach while Grod looks on; Dion and Yatsenyuk hold a press 


